
The Clinton CourierDecember 5, 2017 11

cont. from page 7

Beauty and the Beast production

Special to The Clinton Courier

The Preschool Department at Clinton Christian Academy recently completed a unit on 
community helpers, which included community professionals teaching the preschool-
ers about what they do to help the community. Helpers include fire fighters, policemen, 
a veterinarian, a baker and medical health professionals. Pictured are the preschool-
ers with Dr. Jericho Bell of Clinton.

CCA welcomes community helpers

Clintonians in the cast and crew. 
Natalie Pace, 11, a Lovett Elemen-
tary student, brings her own MC 
theater experience to New Stage. 
She plays Salt and Pepper and the 
Sausage Curl Girl in the ensemble. 
“I love Beauty and the Beast. It’s 

just my favorite princess of all,” 
said Pace.
“I love the songs that we sing. It 

sounds really good, like the mov-
ies,” she says, expressing a particu-
lar fondness for dialogues between 
Lumiere and Babette. “It’s just fun-
ny!” 
Michael Kinslow of Clinton, who 

plays Gaston’s Crony, the Baker in 
the ensemble, and a Wolf, is in his 
first large-scale musical.
“This has all been kind of a crash 

course,” he says, of singing melo-
dies, singing backup and dancing. 
“I have to say my favorite part, 
as of today, right now, is the wolf 
choreography — the fight scene be-
tween the Beast and myself and the 
other wolves, and then also attack-
ing Belle, and that’s been fun!” He 
relishes the challenge of bringing a 
four-legged creature to life on two 
legs, in 3-D.
The tale’s enchantment is at the 

heart of its appeal. 
“You have someone being a can-

dlestick. You have someone being a 
clock,” Kinslow says, and even be-
fore costumes, you can tell. “They 
have those mannerisms. If a can-
dlestick could walk, this is what 
they would do. If a clock was alive, 
this is how it would be. A ward-
robe or a teapot …just to see them  

come to life.”
“I’ve played everything from a 

drug dealer to a murderer, but how 
often does someone say, ‘All right, 
listen. I’m going to need you to be 
a teapot?’… So, to see that come to 
life, it’s very enchanting. It’s mag-
ical, from the audience standpoint, 
obviously. But just as an actor — to 
see the other actors do that and go, 
‘Wow!’”
The show’s music direction is by 

Carol Joy Sparkman of Clinton, 
who’s also director of choirs at 
Clinton High. Beauty and the Beast 
is a fairytale people have fallen in 
love with, she says. And although 
it’s not a specifically Christmas 
story, “at Christmas time, people 
are looking for all the things that 
make you feel good,” from happy 
endings to giving of yourself and 
exchanging presents. 
“Beauty and the Beast is that kind 

of story. Two people find this hap-
piness in a place they didn’t expect 
to find it. … It’s just that fuzzy 
good feeling that we all like to have 
— Beauty and the Beast brings that 
out.”
“We know families are looking for 

things to do, and this is the type of 
show that appeals to every gener-
ation,” director Francine Thomas 
Reynolds says. “The theme of find-
ing what’s beautiful inside, as op-
posed what’s on the outside, I think 
really is appropriate for this partic-
ular holiday season.”
“This time of year, we’re looking 

for that type of thing. We’re look-
ing for goodness in people.”


