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1100 Carlisle Street

Jackson, Miss.  39202

Phone (601) 948-3533
Dr. David A. Crespy, President of the Edward Albee Society to conduct
NST Dialogue on Albee, Woolf and the Pulitzer.
JACKSON— New Stage theatre is pleased to announce that Dr. David A. Crespy will present “Albee, Woolf and the Pulitzer” on Friday, January 29, 2016 at 6:30 pm. The program, which is free and open to the public, will be presented in collaboration with the theatre’s production of Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?, Edward Albee's marital-warfare masterwork running January 26 through February 7, 2016. The theatre is located in the Jane Reid Petty Theatre Center at 1100 Carlisle Street in the Belhaven neighborhood.

David A. Crespy holds a Ph.D., City University of New York. He is a Professor of Playwriting, Acting, and Dramatic Literature at the University of Missouri and is the Founding Artistic Director of Missouri Playwrights Workshop, the Mizzou New Play Series, and Summer Rep's Comedies-in-Concert Series. Dr. Crespy is the President of the Edward Albee Society and has been working with Edward Albee as a scholar since 1994, and his most recent book is “Richard Barr: The Playwrights' Producer” (SIU Press, March 2013), about Broadway producer, Richard Barr, the producer of Mr. Albee's plays and former president of the League of American Theatres and Producers (with a foreword and afterword by Edward Albee). His current book project is “Dreamwrighting: Dreamwork for Dramatic Writing for Stage & Screen”. 
The NST Dialogue: “Albee, Woolf and the Pulitzer” seminar will address the drama’s impact on audiences and the controversy it caused when the Pulitzer Prize committee for the Best Play in 1963 recommended Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?, but the Pulitzer board, which has sole discretion in awarding the prize, rejected the recommendation, and no award was given that year. Crespy will be joined by New Stage Theatre founders to discuss the play’s impact when it opened the theatre’s doors 50 years ago on January 20, 1966.
Seminar sponsored by Mississippi Humanities Council through Pulitzer’s Campfires Initiative, a series of public programs commemorating the 100th anniversary of the Prizes in 2016 

Dr. Crespy will also conduct a Dreamwork for Playwriting Workshop on Saturday, January 30 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Dreamwork for Playwriting develops advanced skills of playwriting styles through intensive writing exercises, readings, and group work. The workshop is free and is part of the New Stage Theatre’s Eudora Welty New Plays Series programming. Participation is limited and available for playwrights and playwriting students on a first come, first served basis. Participants must register for the workshop by Thursday, January 28. To register email submissions@newstagetheatre.com or call 601-948-3533 ext. 224 for more information. 

(more)

Lurking underneath witty banter at a late night social gathering, tragedy and despair reveal themselves as revengeful seduction, drunken spouses, and inhuman bitterness. Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? explores the great personal sadness that has been the foundation of George and Martha’s relationship, revealing the degrading mess they have made of their lives. This 1963 Tony Award winning play is as powerful today as it was when New Stage opened its doors with it on January 20, 1966.
Artistic Director, Francine Thomas Reynolds directs Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?, which runs January 26 through February 7, 2016. Preview night is Tuesday, January 26 at 7:30 p.m. Curtain times and dates for all other performances are Tuesdays through Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. on Sundays. Ticket prices are $28.00 with discounts available for students, senior citizens and groups. Student Rush tickets are also available one hour prior to each performance for $10 with valid student identification. Tickets can be purchased at the box office, charged by phone by calling the theatre at (601) 948-3531 or ordered online at www.newstagetheatre.com. The theatre is located in the Jane Reid Petty Theatre Center at 1100 Carlisle Street in the Belhaven neighborhood.
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