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NEW STAGE

This performanceof Marcus4 | 2 h Z/ellinéligh Waterat New Stage Theatre maybe
some« ® h jfifstRtkeatre experience. To best prepare yourstudents for ® ~h ] - 6 «
performancewe ask that youreview these guidelinedor expectedoehaviorof anaudience
as follows:
9 Stay with yourgroupat all times andpay attention to yourteachers and
chaperones.
9 Listen to the New Stage staff memberwho will boardyourbus andescort your
groupto the lobby.
1 Besureto goto the bathroom beforethe performancebegins. It is hard to leave
without causinga disturbanceto those aroundyouoncethe performancestarts.
1 Makeyourselfcomfortablewhile keepingmovementto a minmum.
1 Pleasedonot stand up, walk aroundor put yourfeet onthe seat infront of you.
1 Absolutelynogumchewing.eating or drinkingin the theatre.

Noise

Live theatre creates a unigueanddynamicatmospherebetweenactors andaudience
membersfor sharing ideasandemotionalexpression.In the sameway that actors can
hear what is happeningonstage, they canalsohear disruptionsin the audiences well.
Whileactors appreciate laughter andapplauseat appropriate times, excessivenoiseand
talking is not welcomed Evenwhisperingvoicescanbe distracting to the actors andothers
inthe audience.

1 Donot talk duringthe performance.

1 Cellphonesare prohibited insidethe theatre. Not onlyis the useof cellphones
during a performancedistracting for bah the actors andfellow audiencanembers,
the cellularsignalinterferes with the useof our soundsystem. Uponentering the
theatre, pleaseremindstudents (andteachers) to turn off all electronicdevicesand
store them duringthe performance. At the conclusioof the performancewe
encourageyouto like us onFaceboolandother socialmediaplatforms.

Applause

Applauserespectfully acknowledgethe performers andshowsappreciationor audience
approval. Traditionally, applauseoccursbefore intermissionandat the conclusioof a
performance. Dimmingthe lights onthe stage andbringingup the houselights generally
signalsthese intervals. A curtain call,whenthe cast returns to the stage, will followevery
performance. Enjoythe show!
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If youwere giventhe opportunity to uproot yourlife andfamily from everything that is
familiar for the promiseof a better life, wouldyou?If makinga better life for yourself
was possiblewhere youcurrently are, wouldyouchoosé¢o moveandwhy?

The Great Floodof 1927 had significant impact onMississippiaffecting its agricultural
industry, socialrelationships,civil rights, musicandliterature, as wellas other aspects of
everydaylife. Think about oneof these outcomesandcompareit to the effects of a
modernUS disaster suchas HurricaneKatrina or HurricaneMaria in Puerto Rico. Wasthe
responseof Mississippiandn 1927 the sameas they were in 2005? Whyor why not? How
has a federal responseo disasters changedhe relief effort?

Explainthe environmentalaspectsthat contributedto the rise of the floodwaters of the
Mississippi. What role shouldour governmentplay in maintaining and preservingour
environmentwithin our ownbordersandwith countriesinrest of the world?

If youwere facedwith a cataclysmidisaster (i.e.flood,wildfire, tornado, hurricane) and
youhad the opportunity to grab three things fromyourhomebeforeit is destroyed,what
wouldthose items be and why?

The playwright MarcusGardleyis notedfor both creating strong rolesfor African American
womenandusingmusicas a spiritual andnarrative force in his works. Howdoesthe music,
ceated by Vasti Jacksonfor NewM® ] pproduetion support Garh z j nartatwe andadd
to the dramatic intensity of our productior? Howdothe female characters in Hellin High
Watercontribute to t he main caflict betweenfather andsor?

Discusswith students the types of natural disasters that are commoiin yourarea, such
as floods,hurricanes,tornadoes,andforest fires.
Researchother natural disasters that have affected Mississippianssuchas:

The MississippiRiver Floodsof 1973 and2011
The 1979 Easter Floodof the PearlRiver
HurricanesCamillein 1969 andKatrina in 2005
The Delta icestorm of 1994
The Tupelotornadoesof 1936, 2008, and2014
The Hattiesburg tornadoof 2013
The Louisvilletornado of 2014

Wrte aninformative essay or create a presentation to share with the classinforming
them about the circumstancef the disaster. Howdoesit compareto the Floodof 19277
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About the Author: MarcusGardley

p—— —

Originallyfrom West Oakland,California,Americanpoet-
playwright MarcusGardleywas bornthe sonof a minister
anda nurse.A self-proclaimedavid reader at anearly age,
he studiedandwrote poetry at SanFranciscdState
University. Helater went onto completehis MFA in
playwriting from the YaleDrama School A memberof
New Dramatists, The Dramatists Guild,andThe Lark
PlayDevelopmentCenter, Gardleyis a professor of
playwriting at Brown University. He was alsoawarded
the 2011 PEN/Laura Pelsaward for Mid-Career
Playwright. His early influencesncludeAugust Wilson,
JamesBaldwin,andthe early Harlemart scene.His most
recent play, Every TongueConfesspremieredat Arena
Stage starring PhyliciaRashad anddirected by KennylLeon
in 2010. This work was nominatedfor the SteinbergNew
PlayAward, the CharlesMacArthur Award andwas a
recipientof the Edgeton FoundationNew PlayAward.

Onthe Levee(now Hellin High Water), a play with music premieredin 2010 at
LCT3/LincolnCenter Theater andwas nominatedfor 11AudelcdAwards includingutstanding
playwright.

His play, AndJesus Moonwalkghe Mississippiwas producecdat The Cutting Ball
Theater in 2010 andreceivedthe SFBay Area Theatre Critics CircleAward nominatiorfor
outstanding newplay andwas extendedwice. He has had six playsproducedncludingdanceof the
holyghost at YaleRepertory Theatre (nowundera Broadwayoption,) (L)imitations of Life, at
the Empty Spacein Seattle, andlikesuno ] zirztire/mouthat the National Black Theatre
Festival. Heis the recipientof a HelenMerrill Award, a KesselringHonor t he GerbodeEmerging
Playwright Award, the National Alliancefor MusicalTheatre Award,the EugeneA 6 ? Menmorial
Scholarshipandthe ASCARColePorter Award.

| amobsesseawith these
stories that evolveover time.
Stories inthe Bible, but also
Greex myth, creationstories,
andhow we needthem in order
to understandour humanity.
| am alsoreally obsessewvith
histories that are nolongerin
the popularconsciousness
parts of our history that are , A \
taboo to discussor that we . \ s ) wy
Just h ~ |kido®,for whatever il = r 20 AR s
reason. > : ' =

p————

-Marcus Gardley,2014 Marcus4 ] 2 h p Fhé keveeat LincolnCenter in 2010.
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Synopsis

Set in GreenvilleMississippi,Hellin High Wateris an epicmusicalplaythat exploreshe
almost forgotten Mississippifloodof 1927, oneof th e worst natural disasters in United States
history. At the heart of the story are two fathers andsons:iLeRoyPercy,a white cotton farmer,
andhis poet-sonWill,and Joe Goodinan African-Americanbootblackandhis sonJames, a self-
proclaimed | hmabf.%he playfollovs the circumstancedefore andafter the break of the levee
at MoundLanding,where hundredsof thousandsof peoplethe majority of whomare African
Americanare left homelessand seekhigher groundonthe brokenlevee In the aftermath of the
disaster, Joetries to preserve his way of life while Jameshopesto inspirechangefor the black
peoplewho are confinedo refugee campsforcedto rebuildandsecurethe brokenlevee

Poorlyequippedo handlesucha momentoudisaster, Greenvillestruggles howto feed,
clothe,andhousethe citizensof WashingtonCountyin refugee camps White womenghildren,and
elderlyare quicklyevacuated. Aidedby the relief efforts of the AmericanRedCross refugee camps,
or segregatedd ® jf |r @®arg set dp to administeraid to those whoremain Chargedwith the
task of supenisingthe relief efforts, Willis facedwith the decisiorwhether to evacuate
42 ] j | moskprzedpeassessiorthe African Americanlaborforce,or have them remainto assist
inthe recoveryfrom this disaster. Although Willis convincethat evacuationswouldbe the most
effective method of solvingtheir refugee crisis,manyof4 2 j j | citizeng, glodgwith Vr z z 6 «
father LeRoyare onlyconcernewith preservingthe laborforcein Greenville They fear that
evacuatingt he African Americandrom the Delta, their laborforce wouldneverreturn to rebuild.
Both youngmenstruggle to assert their authority inthe direst of circumstancesandwhat ensues
is moredestructive than anyflood.

Basedona true story, Hellin High Waterilluminates a dark part of Mississippihistory that
challengeghe enduringspirit of those left brokenin a time of devastation andracial division

Setting:

Greenville Mississippi

Time Period

1927 Part | : April 15", 1927: Before the leveebreaks
Part 1l : April 23 ™ 1927: Eight dayslater
Part IlI: June 6™, 1927: Forty-three dayslater
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Statistical Comparisormf The Great Floodof 1927 andthe Floodof 1993

GeographicArea affected bythe 1927 Flood

Displaced People 700,000 74,000

Financial Loss $347,000,000 in 1927 $7,500,536,000
= $4.4 billion in 1993 dollars
Structural Damage 137,000 buildings 47,650 buildings
destroyed or damaged destroyed or damaged
Flooded Area 27,000 square miles 15,600 square miles
River Volume 2,500,000 cubic feet 1,000,000 cubic feet
of water per second of water per second (USGS)

Data from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers except where noted.
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The Cast of Characters of Hellin High Water

OLD LUCAS/THE MISSISSIPPI Vasti Jackson
FOREMAN JosephFrost
HEATHCLIFF HoseaGriffith
BUFORD WillLindsey

CEPHUS XerronX.Mingo
FLORENCHi O5* 5! 2 OP. M. 0 Sarah Wade
QUEENBLACK KimberlyMorganMyles*
LEROYPERCY John Maxwell

PETULIA CRO%&RIE Sarah Coleman

WILL PERCY Cliff Miller*

=6! > AMABON HaydenSchubert
CHASITY BANKS MichaelaLin

JOE GOODIN Beethovan Oden*
RENAA O5JUKEJOINT M6 ? 4. L 0 SharonMiles

JAMES GOODIN Jordan Williams
NANAPEARSON JasmineRivera
PUDDI? BIRDSONG CherryRendel
REVERENBOOKER Rev.CharltonL. Johnson

*The actor appearsthrough the courtesyof ! f ® -E§uityAssociation,
the Unionof ProfessionalActors and Stage Managersinthe United States.

ProductionStaff

Director é FrancineReynolds

Stage Manageré EliseMcDonald
Choreographeré Tiffany Jefferson
MusicDirector é Vasti Jackson
Composer/Arrangeg Vasti Jackson
Sceni®esigneré CodyStockstill
CostumeDesigneré LesleyRaybon
Lighting Designeré BronwynTeague
SoundDesigner é Kurt Davis
Properties é Marie Venters
TechnicaDirector € RichardLawrence

NewStage Oq j | ®dtoduitionof Hellin High Water, by MarcusGardley,
is supported,in part, with fundingfrom the National Endowmenfor the Arts

CommunityPartners

MississippiHumanitiesCouncil

Margaret WalkerCenterat JacksonState University
WilliamWinter Institute  for RacialReconciliation
MississippiDepartment of ArchivesandHistory

NEWSTAGETHEATRE: SEASON53. Powerof Place

Page| 7



NEWSTAGETHEATRE EDUCATION
STUDYGUIDE: Marcus4 | & h ZHellinéligh Water

New Stage Theatre 6 Rroductionof Hellin High Water

Sceni®esignby Cod Stockstill

Assistant Professorand Coordinatorof Theatre inthe Department of Communicatioat Mississippi
State University; MFA in Sceni@and Costumedesignfrom the University of Southern Mississippi

Clockwisdrom top: Sketch of original
conceptfor Scenid®esign;DesignElevations
for Porchin Part 1I; FloorPaint Elevation
(Design);GroundPlanfor NewM® | pHeb
in High Water
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