
Monologues for Cold Reading 

OUR TOWN – American Classic by Thorton Wilder 

Winner! 1938 Pulitzer Prize for Drama 

"While all of Wilder's work is intelligent, non-synthetic and often moving, as well as funny, it is 

Our Town that makes the difference. It is probably the finest play ever written by an American." 

Described by Edward Albee as "...the greatest American play ever written," the story follows the 

small town of Grover's Corners through three acts: "Daily Life," "Love and Marriage," and "Death 

and Eternity." Narrated by a stage manager and performed with minimal props and sets, audiences 

follow the Webb and Gibbs families as their children fall in love, marry, and eventually—in one 

of the most famous scenes in American theatre—die. Thornton Wilder's final word on how he 

wanted his play performed is an invaluable addition to the American stage and to the libraries of 

theatre lovers internationally.  

Stage Manager: Most important character in the play Has no name and little importance in the 

action of play. BUT he has the longest part. Sort of like an omniscient narrator. Folksy wisdom 

and embodiment of common sense. He acts as a Greek chorus in that he stops the action, intervenes 

in story, and moves back and forth in time. Also plays the prim Mrs. Forest, oldfashioned and 

conservative Mr. Morgan, and the solemn minister.  

 

Louella Soames: Town chatterbox. Always has something to say, even when she’s dead. She 

reveals Simon Stimson’s drinking problem and gushes at wedding of George and Emily 

 

Emily Webb: All-American girl. Bright, articulate, and despite the anxiety she shares with her 

mother, a beautiful creature. She is the focus of the action of the play. In Act 1, she is a naive 

schoolgirl, Act 2, maturing young woman, Act 3, the mother who has died in childbirth. We track 

time through Emily. Presents life-affirming ideas. 

  

George Gibbs: The All-American boy, or more appropriately, what some people think of as the 

typical boy--nice and polite, but not very good at book and school learning; loving, but not very 

good at expressing those emotions; and perfectly happy to stay on the farm. Loves Emily. He wants 

to just marry Emily, stay on the farm, have kids and live happily ever after. 

 

Mr. Charles Webb:  Male age between 30 and 55 or so. He is highly educated and is the editor 

and owner of the only local newspaper. Has a strong connection with his daughter.  

 

Mrs. Myrtle Webb: Female age between 30 and 55 or so. Wally Webb – young boy age 11 to 13.  

 

Dr. Frank Gibbs:  Male age between 30 and 55 or so. He is a doctor and family man. Romantic 

and in love with his wife.  

 

Mrs. Julia Gibbs:  Female age between 30 and 55 or so. Mother of George & Rebecca. Strong 

love for her family. A romantic who dreams of visiting Paris. Strong connection with her son. 

 

Simon Stimson:  Adult (usually male, open to female casting) unspecified age. Leader of the 

church choir, but has deep problems and a clear drinking problem. Attitude is acerbic, he/she is 

possibly depressed. Stimson’s drinking is the town’s scandalous gossip. 














