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Next Up in New Stage Theatre’s Virtual Series
A Reading of Sons of Levi by Randy Redd 
JACKSON— New Stage Theatre continues Thursday Nights Virtual Plays, Conversations, and Cocktails with a reading of Randy Redd’s Sons of Levi, adapted for the stage from the novel How to Survive a Summer by Nick White, on Thursday, November 12 at 7:00 p.m. The reading is recommended for ages 16 and up for content and language. Redd will be joining the company for a post reading discussion. Audience members will have the opportunity to ask questions through the chat feature. The virtual series continues New Stage’s mission to develop original, and Mississippi themed work, and enables the theatre to keep employing artists.
Camp Levi, nestled in the Mississippi countryside, is designed to "cure" young teenage boys of their budding homosexuality. Will Dillard, a midwestern graduate student, spent a summer at the camp as a teenager, and has since tried to erase the experience from his mind. But when a fellow student alerts him that a slasher movie based on the camp is being released, he is forced to confront his troubled history and possible culpability in the death of a fellow camper. As past and present are woven together, Will recounts his "rehabilitation," eventually returning to the abandoned campgrounds to solve the mysteries of that pivotal summer, and to reclaim his story from those who have stolen it.

Artistic Director Francine Thomas Reynolds says, “A version of Sons of Levi, Randy Redd’s adaptation of Nick White’s novel, was first presented as a stage reading at New Stage in the summer of 2019. This second reading of the now revised script advances our theatre’s mission of nurturing and developing challenging new works presented in the new plays series. It is exciting to be part of the process of workshopping this new work.”
RANDY REDD (Writer/Director) Broadway and Off Broadway credits include Parade, Ring of Fire, Million Dollar Quartet, Smoke on the Mountain, Andrew Lloyd Webber’s By Jeeves, Terrence McNally’s Some Men, The Burnt Part Boys, Randy Newman’s Faust, Pump Boys & Dinettes (City Center Encores), Alain Boublil’s Manhattan Parisienne, Allegro directed by John Doyle, and Max Vernon’s The View Upstairs. Film/TV: Beautiful Creatures, The Last Five Years, After the Storm, Kinsey, From Broadway With Love (PBS), The Wright Verdicts (CBS), All-American New Years (FOX), and the Tony Awards. Directing credits include Sweet Potato Queens and Million Dollar Quartet (New Stage Theatre), Swing Wings (York Theater), Extraordinary Joe (Abrons Arts Center), and Fiction In Photographs (New World Stages). His first play, Mississippi Sugar, was developed and produced at The Repertory Theatre of St. Louis. Other original works include Awful/Good, Touché (NYMF), What’s That Smell: The Music of Jacob Sterling (Atlantic Theater Company). Recordings: Wearing Someone Else’s Clothes with Jason Robert Brown, The Burnt Part Boys, Ring of Fire, Lucky Stiff, Parade, The View UpStairs, NEO, House of Love, Songs from a Failed Play, and ShowFolk with Rachel Bay Jones. He is the co-founder and artistic director of JOOKMS - Locally Sourced Devised Theatre for the Mid-South. www.randy-redd.com
The cast includes Colin Anderson, Dalton Harrod, Sam Poon, Marshall Robertson, Marcus Owens, Rachel Bay Jones, Ward Emling, Annie Funke, Ben Kahre, and Cole Burden.

Sons of Levi will be presented in the Mississippi New Play Series as part of the Eudora Welty New Play Series.

Every Thursday New Stage will release a Virtual Play Reading or a New Stage Dialogue. The plays will be original new works presented as part of the Eudora Welty New Plays Series, or Mississippi themed plays for the Mississippi Play Series. The New Stage Dialogue will include conversations with New Stage artists and community partners on a variety of topics in relation to New Stage productions.
These will all be ONLINE events. NEW: A limited number of free tickets will be available by calling the box office at 601-948-3533 or emailing tickets@newstagetheatre.com by 4:30 p.m. on the day of the event. Online tickets will be by a suggested donation of $5, $10, or $25. To register for these events, simply click to our website and purchase a ticket for the event. A direct link to that online experience will be emailed to you immediately. Simply click the link in the email to watch the online event.

Coming next in the Thursday Nights Virtual Plays, Conversations, and Cocktails:
· November 19: Under the Lantern Lit Sky by Jaclyn Bethany; Play reading co-directed by Jaclyn Bethany and Michelle Bossy

New Stage Theatre will present a virtual performance of Sons of Levi Thursday, November 12 at 7:00 p.m. This is a FREE event, but donations are appreciated. For more information or to reserve tickets, please visit our website at www.newstagetheatre.com or call the box office at 601.948.3533.
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