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Next Up in New Stage Theatre’s Virtual Series
A Reading of Under the Lantern Lit Sky by Jaclyn Bethany
JACKSON— New Stage Theatre concludes Thursday Nights Virtual Plays, Conversations, and Cocktails with a reading of Jackson native Jaclyn Bethany’s Under the Lantern Lit Sky, co-directed by Jaclyn Bethany and Michelle Bossy, on Thursday, November 19 at 7:00 p.m. Bethany and Bossy will be joining the company for a post reading discussion. Audience members will have the opportunity to ask questions through the chat feature. The virtual series continues New Stage’s mission to develop original, and Mississippi themed work, and enables the theatre to keep employing artists.
A re-imagined prequel to Tennessee Williams’ A Streetcar Named Desire, Under the Lantern Lit Sky explores Blanche Dubois’ early adult years in Mississippi and tragic first marriage. Developed as a play and filmed as a narrative feature in summer 2019, Under the Lantern Lit Sky explores what we risk for those we love in 1930s Mississippi, a place where individualism was thwarted and sexuality questioned. The event is directed by Michelle Bossy with select scenes from A Streetcar Named Desire directed by Bethany, who will also play the young Blanche. A trailer and clip from the film version will also be shown.
The cast of Under the Lantern Lit Sky includes New York and Los Angeles based actors Christy Escobar (Dietland, AMC) as Stella, Devin Kawoaka (Under the Silverlake) as Alan, Elizabeth Teeter (Broadway’s The Crucible, The Audience) as Teenage Blanche, Dan Shaked (Mysteries of Laura) as Robbie, and Akilah A. Walker (Sorry to Bother You) as Minnie.

“Under the Lantern Lit Sky is a poetic imagining of the early adulthood of Blanche Dubois, inspired by A Streetcar Named Desire,” says Jaclyn Bethany, playwright and actress. “Growing up in Mississippi, I was endlessly inspired by the plethora of great American writers (Williams, Faulkner, Welty, etc.) from my home state. The script takes inspiration from its predecessor but stands alone - mixing poetry with narrative while exploring Mississippi around 1930, a time that feels both nostalgic and somewhat familiar. I am excited to support New Stage Theatre and share this story with a Mississippi audience.”

Artistic Director Francine Thomas Reynolds: “It has been a joy to see the success of, Jackson native and former New Stage Theatre actor, Jaclyn Bethany’s work in the film and theatre community. I am pleased that our audiences will have a chance to hear a reading of her original work Under the Lantern Lit Sky.”
Under the Lantern Lit Sky will be presented in the Mississippi New Play Series as part of the Eudora Welty New Play Series.

-more-

Each Thursday since September, New Stage released a Virtual Play Reading or a New Stage Dialogue. The plays were original new works presented as part of the Eudora Welty New Plays Series, or Mississippi themed plays for the Mississippi Play Series. The New Stage Dialogue included conversations with New Stage artists and community partners on a variety of topics in relation to New Stage productions.
This is an ONLINE events. NEW: A limited number of free tickets will be available by calling the box office at 601-948-3533 or emailing tickets@newstagetheatre.com by 4:30 p.m. on the day of the event. Online tickets will be by a suggested donation of $5, $10, or $25. To register for these events, simply click to our website and purchase a ticket for the event. A direct link to that online experience will be emailed to you immediately. Simply click the link in the email to watch the online event.

New Stage Theatre will present a virtual performance of Under the Lantern Lit Sky Thursday, November 19 at 7:00 p.m. This is a FREE event, but donations are appreciated. For more information or to reserve tickets, please visit our website at www.newstagetheatre.com or call the box office at 601.948.3533.
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