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NEW STAGE THEATRE HOMESCHOOL INITIATIVE
Theatre Arts Conservatory
JACKSON—New Stage Theatre, Mississippi’s professional theatre located in Jackson, Mississippi, announces a new initiative geared toward homeschooled students—Theatre Arts Conservatory. Sessions begin October 18 and run for 8 weeks, Friday mornings from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. The cost is $385 for the semester. The conservatory is open to students 1st grade through 12th grade. To register for the new Theatre Arts Conservatory, please contact Education Director Sharon Miles at 601-948-3533 ext. 232 or smiles@newstagetheatre.com.

These school-day classes are designed to provide a rigorous and fun experience for both the beginner and experienced performer. This new arts-enrichment program is designed for homeschooled students in the Jackson metro area seeking theatre arts instruction, outlined by Mississippi Department of Education standards, and taught by local professionals.
The classes will give students the opportunity to develop and expand in three different theatre performance areas: acting, movement, and voice. New Stage’s Theatre Arts Conservatory fall semester will span 8 weeks, which includes 8 weeks of classwork, rehearsals, and an informal showcase performance for family and friends. 

“As Mississippi’s professional theatre, New Stage Theatre is in a unique position to offer excellent, professional instruction in several areas of theatre education,” said Artistic Director Francine Thomas Reynolds. “From performance and critical studies, to text analysis and history, the New Stage Theatre Arts Conservatory will support and strengthen the homeschool experience. This new initiative’s curriculum will start with performance studies and will expand to include theatre history, Shakespeare’s theatre, technical theatre, and many other topics in future semesters.”

Education Director Sharon Miles said, “In addition to teaching students about the craft of theatre; our education programs also provide a safe, exciting place for students to be themselves. It allows students to explore relationships, to develop compassion, and to work in an ensemble setting with their peers. Involvement in theatre has been shown to improve students’ self-esteem as well as their confidence. That confidence often spills over into every other area of their life.”
The cost for this new initiative is $385 for the semester, this includes tickets to SchoolFest Matinee performances of Agatha Christie’s Murder on the Orient Express and A Christmas Carol. Family discounts are available. 

Theatre Arts Conservatory sessions begin October 18-December 13, 2019 for 8 weeks. Sessions will be held on Fridays from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. and will take place at New Stage Theatre, 1100 Carlisle Street in the Belhaven Neighborhood of Jackson. For more information or to register, please contact 601-948-3533, ext. 232 or smiles@newstagetheatre.com. 
New Stage Theatre is Mississippi’s professional not-for-profit theatre. Winner of the 2019 Governor’s Awards for Excellence in Theatre, the education department strives to equip people interested in theatre with the opportunity to develop and strengthen their acting skills, in a professional environment, taught by educated and experienced theatre veterans. The emphasis of these classes is on the progression of theatrical skill, so that participants in the classes continue to enhance their skills and grow as actors. 
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