
Scenes for Cold Readings  

Silent Sky By Lauren Gunderson  

When Henrietta Leavitt begins work at the Harvard Observatory in the early 1900s, she isn’t 

allowed to touch a telescope or express an original idea. Instead, she joins a group of women 

“computers,” charting the stars for a renowned astronomer who calculates projects in “girl hours” 

and has no time for the women’s probing theories. As Henrietta, in her free time, attempts to 

measure the light and distance of stars, she must also take measure of her life on Earth, trying to 

balance her dedication to science with family obligations and the possibility of love. The true story 

of 19th-century astronomer Henrietta Leavitt explores a woman’s place in society during a time of 

immense scientific discoveries, when women’s ideas were dismissed until men claimed credit for 

them. Social progress, like scientific progress, can be hard to see when one is trapped among 

earthly complications; Henrietta Leavitt and her female peers believe in both, and their dedication 

changed the way we understand both the heavens and Earth. 

 

Henrietta Leavitt - 30s, female, brilliant, meticulous, excited, almost always wearing a period 

hearing aid She is passionate about her work and feels compelled to find answers to her questions 

about the universe. (Historical figure)  

 

Williamina Fleming -A former housekeeper for Dr. Pickering, head of the Harvard College 

Observatory, she was hired because Dr. Pickering felt she would do better than the men he had 

working for him. She is smart and quick-witted. (Historical figure) 

 

Annie Jump Cannon - Henrietta’s co-worker, she has made important scientific discoveries of 

her own and is a suffragette. (Historical figure) 

 

 

Sherlock Holmes and The Suicide Club By Jeffrey Hatcher  

It’s 1914 and the game’s afoot. Sherlock Holmes, solver of all mysteries great and small, cannot 

bear the thought that he might be losing his mental abilities. His dear friend, Dr. John H. Watson 

is understandably concerned: the great Sherlock Holmes…suicidal? In the foggy world of 

London’s cobbled streets exists a group of kindred spirits with similar longings and intents. When 

Sherlock Holmes gets inducted into The Suicide Club, he quickly learns that there are men of 

greater station than he who wish to die. But is there someone helping them along more than it 

seems? When the odds of who lives and who dies and who will carry out the deed are determined 

by luck and chance, anything is possible. Or is it? Is the diabolical plan of the villain bigger than 

anything Sherlock Holmes has ever encountered before? The master of all detectives comes head-

to-head with a puzzling mystery that questions the boundaries of friendship, love and murder. 

 

Sherlock Holmes: The world’s greatest detective, astute observer of detail.  

 

Prince Nikita Starloff: An adopted “son” of the imperial family of Russia.  

 

Club Secretary: A mysterious woman who conducts the secret meetings of The Suicide Club.   

 

Lucy O’Malley: A madam.  

 

http://www.dramatists.com/cgi-bin/db/single.asp?key=5234


Annie
Peter has been telling Henrietta how things work at the Harvard Observatory, but their meeting has 
become somewhat contentious. Annie steps in to take charge.





MARGARET
Henrietta stands looking at the sky. She is outside her father’s rural Wisconsin church. It is cold. 
Her sister Margaret approaches her from behind and pinches her.





Williamina
Williamina and Annie are introducing Henrietta to the Harvard Observatory and explaining their 
work to her.





Peter
After an awkward meeting and a somewhat contentious working relationship over several years, 
Peter finally reveals his true feelings for Henrietta.
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