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On the evening of April 3, 1968, just one day before his assassination, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
delivered his powerful "I’ve Been to the Mountaintop" speech. In it, he declared, “We’ve got to give 
ourselves to this struggle until the end. Nothing would be more tragic than to stop at this point in 
Memphis. We’ve got to see it through.” Along with the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 
Dr. King had conceived the Poor People’s Campaign, which called for economic and human rights 
for impoverished Americans from all walks of life. Tragically, he was unable to see his vision through. 
On April 4, 1968, Dr. King was shot on the balcony of the Lorraine Motel in Memphis at 6:01 p.m. 
He was rushed to St. Joseph’s Hospital, where he was pronounced dead an hour later at 7:05 p.m. 

The Mountaintop is a powerful, thought-provoking play that imagines the final night of Dr. King’s 
life. Playwright Katori Hall, a native of Memphis, TN, was deeply influenced by her mother’s personal 
connection to Dr. King’s visit to the city. Her mother had wanted to attend his final speech at Mason 
Temple in 1968 but was prevented from doing so by Hall’s grandmother, who feared the church 
would be bombed. Hall’s mother later described it as her greatest regret, as the next day Dr. King 
was assassinated. Inspired by this legacy, Hall created The Mountaintop, where Dr. King meets a 
maid named Camae, whose name is derived from Hall’s mother, Carrie Mae. Hall remarked, "I 
wanted to put both of them in the same room and give my mother that opportunity that she didn’t 
have in 1968." 

The Mountaintop premiered in 2009 at Theatre 503 in London, where it received widespread 
acclaim for its bold narrative and emotional depth. In March 2010, Hall became the first Black 
woman in history to win the Olivier Award for Best New Play. The play moved to Broadway in 2011, 
where it earned a Tony Award nomination for Best Play. The Mountaintop invites audiences to 
reflect on the complexity of Dr. King’s legacy and the continuing fight for equality. Through Hall’s 
dynamic storytelling, it has become an important work in contemporary American theatre, blending 
historical fiction with an intimate portrayal of a pivotal moment in history. 

A HISTORY OF THE MOUNTAINTOP 













SYNOPSIS

CHARACTERS

KING
The Reverend Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 

Well, I don’t know what will happen now. 

it really doesn’t matter with me now, 
because I’ve been to the mountaintop.  
And I don’t mind. Like anybody, I would 
like to live a long life. Longevity has its 
place. But I’m not concerned about that 
now. I just want to do God’s will. And He’s 
allowed me to go up to the mountain. 
And I’ve looked over. And I’ve seen the 
Promised Land. I may not get there with 
you. But I want you to know tonight, that 
we, as a people, will get to the promised 
land! And so I’m happy, tonight.  I’m not 
worried about anything. I’m not fearing 
any man! Mine eyes have seen the glory 

of the coming of the Lord! 
– Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,

“Mountaintop” Speech, April 3, 1968

CAMAE
A maid at the 
Lorraine Motel.

After his "I've Been to the Mountaintop" speech, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., retires to his
room in the Lorraine Motel in Memphis, Tennessee.  He is tired, overwrought, in need of 
clarity, and deeply questioning both the success of, and his value to, the Civil Rights movement.

Camae, a beautiful young hotel maid, enters.  She is as awed by Dr. King¹s fame as he is by her 
beauty.  The chemistry between them sparks immediately, and Dr. King invites her to sit and 
talk for awhile.  Their ensuing conversation, lasting throughout the long `night, covers topics 
both personal and political—from Dr. King's children, to the Memphis Sanitation Strike, to a 
debate about violent versus non-violent revolution.

As the evening progresses, Camae grows more mysterious, revealing thoughts and events about 
which only Dr. King could know.  As it becomes increasingly clear that Camae is more than just 
an ordinary maid, she leads Dr. King through a powerful, vivid exploration of his life and 
legacy on what would become his final night on earth.



DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. led the American Civil Rights 
Movement from December, 1955, to April 4, 1968, preaching a 
philosophy of non-violent protest, grassroots organizing, and 
civil disobedience.

Dr. King was born into a religious family.  His grandfather 
and father were pastors of the Ebenezer Baptist Church in 
Atlanta, Georgia.  Dr. King drew on his faith for his principles 
and spoke frequently about his duty to God.

Dr. King attended segregated public schools in Georgia, and then 
attended Morehouse College, an African-American institution in Atlanta, 
from which both his father and grandfather had graduated. Dr. King then 
studied theology for three years at the Crozer Theological Seminary in 
Pennsylvania where he was elected president of a predominantly white 
senior class. He then enrolled in graduate studies at Boston University, 
completing his residence for the doctorate in 1953. In Boston, he met 
and married Coretta Scott, a young woman studying at the New England 
Conservatory of Music. They would have two sons and two daughters.

By 1954, Dr. King was a member of the executive committee of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), and the pastor of the Dexter Avenue Baptist 
Church in Montgomery, Alabama.  When the Montgomery bus boycott began in 1955, Dr. King 
became one of the leaders of the movement.

The Montgomery bus boycott became one of the most successful non-violent demonstrations 
in modern history.  During the boycott, King was arrested and his home was bombed, but he 
emerged as a great leader of the non-violent civil rights movement.  The boycott lasted 382 
days and ended with a Supreme Court decision declaring bus segregation unconstitutional.

In 1957, Dr. King was elected president of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), 
formed to provide leadership for the growing civil rights movement.  For the next eleven years, 
Dr. King travelled the country speaking over twenty-five hundred times, leading protests, and 
acting against injustice.  He wrote “Letter from a Birmingham Jail,” a manifesto for the civil 
rights movement, following his arrest during a protest in Birmingham; he told over 250,000 
people “I Have a Dream” during a march in Washington, D.C.; and he led thousands in marches 
from Selma to Montgomery. At the age of thirty-five, Dr. King became the youngest person to 
win a Nobel Peace Prize.  He gave the prize money to the Civil Rights Movement. 

In April of 1968, in Memphis, Tennessee, to support a sanitation workers strike, Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., was assassinated.  The news shook the nation.  Dr. King remains a symbol 
of non-violence across the world and he is the only non-president to have a memorial on the 
National Mall in Washington, D.C.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., with his wife, Coretta and 
their first daughter, Yolanda.



KATORI HALL 

Katori Hall is a playwright and performer from Memphis, 
Tennessee.  Her work has been produced on Broadway, in 
London’s West End, and in regional theaters throughout 
the United States.

As an African-American growing up in a predominately 
white neighborhood, Hall was very aware of racial issues and 
the legacy of the civil rights movement as a child.  She was 
raised in a working-class household, the youngest of four 

Katori Hall daughters.  In 2003, she graduated from Columbia University 
and continued her training at Harvard and Julliard.

While training as an actor at Columbia, Hall felt a lack of roles for African-American women. 
At that moment, she knew she had to write.  Today, Katori Hall’s published plays include The 
Mountaintop, Hoodoo Love, Hurt Village, and Saturday Night/Sunday Morning.

The Mountaintop was inspired by Hall’s mother, Carrie Mae Golden.  In 1968, Carrie Mae asked 
her mother if she could go to hear Dr. King speak at the Mason Temple.  Her mother did not 
let her go because she feared that the church would be bombed.  The female character in The 
Mountaintop, Camae (short for Carrie Mae), is named for Katori Hall’s mother, giving her the 
chance she never had to meet Dr. King.

Katori Hall



“Something is happening in our world. The masses of people are rising up. And 
wherever they are assembled today . . .  – the cry is always the same: 

We want to be free.”

“Somewhere I read of the freedom of assembly, somewhere I read of the freedom of 
speech, somewhere I read of the freedom of the press.

Somewhere I read that the greatness of America 
is the right to protest for right.”

“The question is not, “If I stop to help this man in need, what will happen to me? . . . 
The question is, if I do not stop to help the sanitation workers, 

what will happen to them? That’s the question.”

“We’ve got some difficult days ahead. But it really doesn’t matter with me now, 
because I’ve been to the mountaintop . . . And I’ve looked over. And I’ve seen the 

Promised Land. I may not get there with you. But I want you to know tonight, that 
we, as a people, will get to the Promised Land! And so I’m happy, tonight.

I’m not worried about anything. I’m not fearing any man! 
Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord!”

₪ The full text of “The Mountaintop” speech can be found at
www.americanrhetoric.com.  

THE “MOUNTAINTOP” SPEECH
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., gave his final speech at Mason Temple in Memphis, 
Tennessee, on April 3, 1968. He spoke to support a strike by sanitation workers, and 
expressed his vision for the future of civil rights. His comments about the end of his 
life seem to predict his own death. Below are some selected quotes from the speech. 

QUESTIONS

Dr. King mentions 
death frequently in 
this speech. Was 
Dr. King predicting 
his own death the 
night before his 
assassination?

Dr. King is 
remembered as a 
great public speaker.  
What rhetorical 
devices does he 
use in the speech 
to captivate the 
audience?

From this speech, 
how does King 
imagine the future 
of the civil rights 
struggle?

T



MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.’S FINAL DAYS

MEMPHIS SANITATION STRIKE 

The Memphis Sanitation Strike began on February 11th, 1968, incited by 
the poor working conditions and the recent deaths of workers Echol Cole 
and Robert Walker, two black men crushed by the accidental trigger of a 
compactor machine, on February 1st, 1968. Along with these deaths, twenty-
two black sewage workers were sent home that day without pay while their 
white supervisors were paid. These events incited the strike of nearly all 
1,300 black sanitation workers in Memphis. They campaigned for better 
wages, benefits, safety, and union recognition. Even with a recommendation 
from the city committee, Mayor Henry Loeb refused to comply with their 
requests. With support from the community and organizations such as the 
NAACP, they organized a city-wide boycott. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
became actively involved in the effort. Dr. King spoke at a rally on March 8th, 
and led a march on March 18th. Though Dr. King preached non-violence, the 
march became violent as a group of rowdy students used their picket signs 
to break windows and loot stores. As a result, sixty people were injured and 
one boy died. During the strikes and marches, men waved and wore signs 
that bore the slogan “I AM A MAN.” Despite being warned that the strike could not resolve 
peacefully, Dr. King returned to Memphis on April 3rd, giving his final speech, “I Have Been to 
the Mountaintop,” at Mason Temple to rally the city and speak on behalf of the people of the 
city of Memphis. The strike ended on April 12th with the sanitation workers winning better 
wages, equipment, and treatment.

RALPH ABERNATHY 

Born on March 11th, 1926, Ralph Abernathy was a leader of the Civil Rights 
Movement and a close friend to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Abernathy served 
overseas during WWII, obtained a B.A. in Mathematics from Alabama State 
University, and a M.A. in Sociology from Atlanta University. He was ordained 
as a Baptist minister in 1948. Abernathy was an active member in the NAACP 
and chaired the committee on the Brown v. Board of Education case. After Rosa 
Parks’ famous boycott, Abernathy – along with Dr. King and nearly 150 other 
ministers – came together and formed the Montgomery Improvement Association 
(MIA). Through their association, they boycotted the public bus system in 
Montgomery and made a lasting imprint on the Civil Rights Movement. After Dr. 
King stepped down as President of MIA, Abernathy was appointed President. He 
was also made Vice-President of the SCLC, the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, by Dr. King because King believed that, in the event of his death, Abernathy would 
be the best candidate to carry the movement forward. For years, the two men travelled together, 
shared the same hotel rooms and jail cells, and spent their leisure time together with family and 
friends. Abernathy was present at the assassination, cradling his beloved friend in his arms until 
the paramedics arrived. After Dr. King’s death, Abernathy took up the leadership of the SCLC and 
followed through with Dr. King’s plan to help the sanitation workers. Later, he organized the Poor 
People’s Campaign, the last major movement of the SCLC. Abernathy resigned in 1977 from the 
SCLC and returned to pastoral work at the West Hunter Baptist Church.

 “Must have been thousands 
upon thousands of people 

there...Everybody from old 
men to teenage girls to little 

boys holding up signs that 
said, I AM A MAN.”

-King, The Mountaintop

Strikers in the Memphis Sanitation Strike, 1968

“More loyal than a dog. 
He the one called me down 
to the church tonight. Got 

me out of bed.”
-King, The Mountaintop

Ralph Abernathy



LORRAINE MOTEL 

Originally known as the Windsor Hotel, the Lorraine Motel was 
built in 1925 as a white–only establishment. In 1942, Walter and 
Loree Bailey purchased the Windsor, renamed it the Lorraine 
Motel, and opened it to African-American guests. During legal 
segregation, it hosted many black celebrities such as Cab 
Calloway, Count Basie, Louis Armstrong, Nat King Cole, and 
Aretha Franklin. Dr. King and his colleague, Ralph Abernathy, 
stayed at the Lorraine so often that their room was known as the 
“King-Abernathy Suite”. The motel became famous as the site of 
Dr. King’s assassination. Dr. King and Abernathy were on a trip to 
support and help organize a sanitation strike and protest occurring 
in Memphis, Tennessee. Standing outside 

his second story room, Dr. King was shot. Today, the motel is a National 
Civil Rights Museum, a privately owned museum honoring Dr. King 
and the Civil Rights struggle. The “King-Abernathy Suite,” Room 306, 
is the same as it was on April 4th, 1968, the night Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., was assassinated.

ASSASSINATION 

At 6:01 p.m., on April 4th, 1968, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was 
shot by gunman James Earl Ray while standing on the balcony 
outside Room 306 at the Lorraine Motel. Paramedics took him to 
St. Joseph Hospital where he was pronounced dead at 7:05 pm. 
Dr. King had been standing on the balcony talking to friends and 
associates in the parking lot below when the shot was fired. He 
was struck in the chin by the bullet which proceeded into his neck 
and shoulder. Ray, 39, purchased his rifle through a false alias and 
rented a room across the way at a rooming house at 422 ½ South 
Street. A witness in the room next to Ray’s recounted how the 
shared bathroom was locked and occupied. After he heard the gun 

shot, the witness heard Ray running down the hall and opened his door in time to see Ray turning 
the corner with a large objected tucked underneath his coat. Ray wrapped his gun, binoculars, 
and other belongings in a green blanket and dumped 
them outside the nearby Canipe Amusement Company. 
His belongings, including the gun, were found later 
with Ray’s fingerprints on them. After a two–month, 
worldwide man hunt, Ray was caught at London’s Heathrow Airport. James Earl Ray pleaded 
guilty to the murder, and was sentenced to 99 years in prison. He died in prison in 1998.

Colleagues gather on the balcony outside the Lorraine Motel’s 
Room 306, just a few feet from where Dr. King was shot, April 4, 
1968. Photo: Henry Groskinsky,Time & Life Pictures/Getty Images

“Speak by love. Die by hate.”
-Camae, The Mountaintop

 “Room 306. Yes, 
we call it the 

‘King–Abernathy 
Suite,’ too.”

-King, The Mountaintop

The Lorraine Motel, room 306



THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

Rosa Parks refuses to 
move to the back of a 
bus in Montgomery, 

Alabama, as required 
by city ordinance; the 

Montgomery Bus Boycott follows, and the 
bus segregation ordinance is eventually 

declared unconstitutional.

The federal government uses the military 
to uphold African-Americans’ civil rights 

as soldiers escort nine black students to 
desegregate Little Rock High School.

At the Greensboro Sit-
in, four black college 

students refuse to move 
from the lunch counter 

of a Greensboro, NC, 
restaurant where black 
patrons are not served, 

launching sit-ins across the South.

Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., delivers his 

“I Have a Dream” 
speech to hundreds 

of thousands of 
supporters during the 

March on Washington, the largest Civil 
Rights march in history.

With the end of slavery in the United States came a new set of laws treating African-Americans as 
second-class citizens.  For over ninety years, the “Jim Crow Laws” enforced racial segregation in 
education, housing, transportation, and public facilities.

The Civil Rights Movement struggled in the 1920s and 1930s.  By the mid-1950s, the federal government 
began to support Civil Rights activists. In 1954, in Brown v. Board of Education, the Supreme Court 
ruled that “separate but equal” school facilities were unconstitutional, ordering integration in public 
schools. In the decade that followed, Civil Rights activists, led by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., fought a 
hard battle for equal rights.  With the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Voting Rights Act of 1965, and the 
Civil Rights Act of 1968, the civil rights of all Americans were established by law.

U.S. Supreme Court declares school 
segregation unconstitutional in 
Brown v. Board of Education ruling.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., helps 
found the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference to work 
for full equality for African-
Americans. 

Malcolm X 
becomes the 
National Minister 
of the Nation 
of Islam.  He 
rejects the non-

violent Civil Rights Movement 
and preaches African-American 
separatism and securing equal 
rights through “any means 
necessary.”

Arrested for a protest in 
Birmingham, Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., writes the “Letter from 
a Birmingham Jail” a manifesto 
for the Civil Rights Movement.

Rosa Parks

The Greensboro Sit-in Malcolm X

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

1954

1955

1957

1960

1962

1963

CIVIL RIGHTS TIMELINE



Congress passes the Civil Rights 
Act, giving the federal government 
powers to prosecute discrimination 

based on race in employment, 
voting, and education.

A year after splitting with the 
Nation of Islam, Malcom X is 

assassinated in New York City.

The Voting Rights Act is passed, 
outlawing the practices used to 

disenfranchise African-American 
voters.

Thurgood Marshall becomes the 
first African-American justice on 

the Supreme Court.

The Poor People’s March on 
Washington, a march against 

poverty planned by King before his 
death, goes on.

1964

1965

1965

1966

1967

1968

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., organizes 
a march from Selma to Montgomery, 
Alabama. Police beat and teargas protesters; 
the images are shown on television across the 
country.

Huey P. Newton and Bobby Seales found the 
Black Panther Party, a radical black power 
group.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is assassinated. 
The event sparks riots across the country.

With Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in attendance, President 
Johnson signs the Voting Rights Act into law

Selma to Montgomery March

King speaks to supporters on the National Mall on August 28, 1963.



Oratorical — a characteristic of someone with 
eloquent and superior public speaking ability
“Well…tell me… How are my ‘oratorical skills”—see 
y’en thank I knew them words?” 
– Camae

Panther — a reference to the Black Panther Party, an 
African-American revolutionary group active from 
1966 until 1982
“So are you an honorary Panther?” 
– King

Preponderance — carrying superior weight, power, or 
importance
“We have gathered here today to deal with a serious 
issue. It is an issue of great preponderance” 
– Camae

Promised Land — in the Bible, the land promised by 
God to Abraham; also, a place or situation believed to 
hold ultimate happiness
“I have plans. Lots of plans in my head and in my heart 
and my people need me. They need me. I need to see 
them to the Promised Land.” 
– King

Poor People’s Campaign — a campaign organized by 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference to address the issues of 
economic justice and housing for America’s poor
“The plan. It’s all in the works. The Poor People’s Campaign!” 
– King

Siddity — a term for someone who is pretentious or 
conceited 
“You can call me siddity all you like, I want me a Pall 

Spook — a term for a spy; also, a derogatory term for 
an African-American
“Well, you’re not gonna catch me again! Where the 
hell is Ralph?/Ralph! I got a spook!” 
– King

Square — a term for a cigarette
“You ain’t gone leave me here to work through the 
night wit nothin’ to smoke on. ... All I got is one square 
left.” 
– Camae

Baton
in a relay race
“I know I have dropped this baton so many times over 
this race.” 
– King

Bougie — derived from “bourgeois”; a derogatory term 
describing someone who aspires to be of higher class
“Well, let me school you, you bougie Negro. I don’t 
need a PhD to give you some knowledge, understand?” 
– Camae

Catchin’ flies — behaving as though in a state of 
drunkenness
“Cause these white folks here ‘bout to be catchin’ flies 
now the way they be acting wit’ Negroes these days.” 
– Camae

Diatribe — a bitter verbal attack or criticism 

diatribes like that.” 
– King

Incognegro — a derogatory term referring to an African-
American who tries to hide their African heritage
“An incognegro. A spy.” 
– King

Injunction — a legal order commanding a person or 
group of persons to do or not do a particular action
“‘The city said it was seeking the injunction as a 
means of protecting Dr. King. . . ’” 
– King

Larry Payne — a 16-year-old boy, shot by Memphis 
Police during the sanitation strike
“[Violence] just gives these police an excuse to shoot 
innocent folks. Like that boy . . . that 16-year-old boy 
they shot . . . Larry Payne. Larry Payne. Larry Payne. I’ll 
never forget his name.” 
– King

Malcolm X — an African-American Muslim minister, 
public speaker, and human rights activist; he was 
assassinated in February 1965
“I know God liked Malcolm X. And you woulda liked 
him, too. He didn’t drank. Smoke. Cuss.” 
– Camae

Martyr
defending a principle, belief, cause, or idea
“You’ll be a man-made martyr. No, better yet! A saint!” 
– Camae

VOCABULARY



Audience Etiquette

For many of your students, The Mountaintop may 
be their first theatre experience. It may be helpful 
to discuss with them the expected behavior of an 
audience. New Stage asks that prior to the 
performance, students are made aware of the 
following:

• �Stay with your group at all times and pay
attention to your teachers and chaperones.

• �Be sure to go to the bathroom before the
performance begins. It is hard to leave once
the performance begins.

• �Make yourself comfortable while keeping
movement to a minimum.

• �Please do not stand up, walk around or put
your feet on the seat in front of you.

• �Absolutely no gum chewing, eating or
drinking in the theatre.

Noise
Live theatre means live actors who can hear not 
only what is happening on the stage, but in the 
audience as well. While laughter and applause 
at appropriate time are appreciated by the 
actors, excessive noise and talking is not. Even 
whispering voices can be distracting to the actors 
and others in the audience. 

• Do not talk during the performance.

• �Cell phones are prohibited in the theatre. If
you have one turn it off and put it away and
do not bring it out during the performance.

Applause
Applause is used to acknowledge the 
performers and to voice appreciation or 
approval. Traditionally, applause comes before 
intermission and during curtain call which 
happens at the end of a performance when the 
cast returns to the stage for bows.



About New Stage Theatre
Winner of the 2019 Governor Arts Award for Excellence 

in Theatre, located in the heart of Jackson.

The Theatre
New Stage Theatre is located in Jackson, 
Mississippi. New Stage Theatre was chartered as 
a nonprofit organization in 1965 and produced 
its initial season in the winter and spring of 1966. 
New Stage’s first home was an adapted church 
at the corner of Gallatin and Hooker Streets. 
The theatre produced 13 seasons in the 150-
seat church before moving to its present site in 
Belhaven in 1978.

Built in 1963 for the Jackson Little Theatre, the 
12,000 square foot structure includes the 364-
seat Meyer Crystal Auditorium, and a flexible, 
smaller performing space, the Jimmy Hewes 
Room. The theatre also owns the five other 
structures on the site, four of which are used for 
actors’ housing and one for offices. In 1997, the 
theatre complex was designated as the Jane Reid 
Petty Theatre Center in recognition of the New 
Stage founder’s contributions to the development 
of professional theatre in Mississippi.

The Mission
The mission of New Stage Theatre is to provide 
professional theatre of the highest quality for 
the people of Mississippi and the southeast. 
New Stage is committed to producing important 
contemporary works and classics, selected for 
their artistic merit and their power to illuminate 
the human condition. Challenging new works 
in development are included through the 
Eudora Welty New Play Series named for the 
distinguished writer who helped found New 
Stage. New in recent years is The Mississippi 
Plays Series.



More about New Stage Theatre
The theatre is dedicated to cultivating and 
educating a culturally diverse audience by 
gathering the finest available resources including 
playwrights, actors, directors, designers, 
technicians, administrators, trainees, and board 
members. Integral to the theatre’s total effort, 
New Stage’s Education Department maximizes 
its impact within our surrounding community, 
through artistic and technical apprenticeships, 
which mount touring programs facilitated by 
our Apprentice Company, aided with classroom 
materials for schools statewide, and developing 
curricula for and instructing youth classes.

Mainstage Productions
New Stage produces five plays each year in 
its subscription series, in addition to a holiday 
show, an annual student matinee, and a musical 
theatre summer camp featuring local youth. 
Mainstage productions range from master 
works to contemporary classics to new plays. 
All productions carry the mark of professional 
quality for which the theatre has long been 
recognized. Additionally, New Stage has a second 
season called Unframed, overseen by Artistic 
Director Francine Reynolds and facilitated by our 
Apprentice Company and Education staff, that 
features contemporary works. New plays are 
read and developed through the Eudora Welty 
New Plays Series and the Mississippi Plays Series.

The Staff
The theatre staff is comprised of seven
full time administrative and artistic staff
members, six full time production staff
members, four acting apprentices, and
three part time employees. All actors are
paid and typically one to two AEA actors
are hired per production.



New Stage Theatre Education 
 Study Guide: The Mountaintop by Katori Hall

Teacher Evaluation Form 
Name:___________________________School:_______________________________ 

What is your overall reaction to the production? 

How would you rate the production values of the performance (costumes, set, props, lighting, special effects)? 

How did your students react to the production? 

Please comment on the educational value of the program. 

What is your overall reaction to the question and answer (talk-back) session? 

How did you hear about New Stage’s production of  The Mountaintop ? What other plays would you like your students to see?

How could this Study Guide be more effective for use in your classroom?  Please explain. 

Please have your students fill out the enclosed student evaluation forms.  We want to hear from them too!  Evaluations not only help us 

improve our programming, but help us find sponsorship for bringing quality theatre to you!!  Thank you for your continued support! 

Please return this form with any additional comments to: 

New Stage Theatre Education 

1100 Carlisle Street, Jackson, MS 39202, or email to xmingo@newstagetheatre.com

mailto:education@newstagetheatre.com


New Stage Theatre Education 
Study Guide: The Mountaintop by Katori Hall  

Student Evaluation Form
Name:__________________________School:__________________________Grade______

What was your overall reaction to the play? 

How would you rate the production values of the play (costumes, scenery, props, lighting, special effects)? 

What was your favorite part of the play? 

Did you learn anything from this production?  If so, what? 

Which character in the play did you most identify with? Why? 

Have you ever seen professional theatre production at New Stage or elsewhere? Would you recommend a friend to see a 

production at New Stage and why? 

What other stories would you enjoy seeing staged by live actors? 

Other comments and observations: 

Please return this form with any additional comments to: 

New Stage Theatre Education  

1100 Carlisle Street, Jackson, MS 39202, or email to xmingo@newstagetheatre.com
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Some of the material in this study guide was provided by The Milwaukee Repertory Theatre.  New Stage is grateful for 

their contribution. 

 

The Cast of New Stage Theatre’s Production of The Mountaintop in photos below. 




