Mississippi’s Professional

Regional Theatre

Winner of the 2019 Governor Arts Award for excellence in theatre, located in the heart of Jackson

The Theatre

New Stage Theatre is located in Juckson,
Mississippi. New Stage Theatre was
chartered as a nonprofit organization in
1965 and produced its initial season in
the winter and spring of 1966. New
Stage’s first home was an adapted church
at the corner of Gallatin and Hooker
Streets. The theatre produced 13 seasons
in the 150-seat church before moving to
its present site in Belhaven in 1978.
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Mission
The mission of New Stage Theatre is to provide
professional theatre of the highest quality for
the people of Mississippi and the southeast.

New Stage is committed to producing
important contemporary works and classics,
selected for their artistic merit and their
power to illuminate the human condition.
Challenging new works in development are
included through the Eudora Welty New Play
Series named for the distinguished writer who
helped found New Stage. New in recent years is
The Mississippi Plays Series.
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Built in 1963 for the Jackson Little Theatre, the
12,000 square foot structure includes the 364-seat
Meyer Crystal Auditorium, and a flexible, smaller
performing space, the Jimmy Hewes Room. The
theatre also owns the five other structures on the
site, four of which are used for actors’ housing and
one for offices. In 1997, the theatre complex was
designated as the Jane Reid Petty Theatre Center in
recognition of the New Stage founder’s contributions
to the development of professional theatre in

Mississippi.




The theatre is dedicated to cultivating and
educating a culturally diverse audience by
gathering the finest available resources including
playwrights,  actors,  directors,  designers,
technicians, administrators, trainees, and board
members. Integral to the theatre’s total effort,
New Stage’s Education Department maximizes its
impact within our surrounding community, through
artistic and technical apprenticeships, which
mount touring programs facilitated by our
Apprentice  Company, aided with classroom
materials for schools statewide, and developing
curricula for and instructing youth classes.

Mainstage Productions

New Stage produces five plays each year in its subscription series, in addition to a holiday show, an annual student matinee,
and a musical theatre summer camp featuring local youth. Mainstage productions range from master works to contemporary
classics to new plays. All productions carry the mark of professional quality for which the theatre has long been recognized.
Additionally, New Stage has a second season called Unframed, overseen by Artistic Director Francine Reynolds and facilitated
by our Apprentice Company and Education staff, that features contemporary works. New plays are read and developed
through the Eudora Welty New Plays Series and the Mississippi Plays Series.

Staff

The theatre staff is comprised of seven
full time administrative and artistic staff
members, six full time production staff
members, four acting apprentices, and
three part time employees. All actors are
paid and typically one to two AEA actors
are hired per production.




