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OLIVIA MATHEWS is a high school senior and Mississippi
native. They have previously done performances in The
Sound of Music in 2023 and A Christmas Carol at New
Stage Theatre from 2018 to 2021. They have studied
abroad in Germany with International Performing Arts
Institute and have written in workshops for New York
Theatre Workshop. She feels honored to be a part of
such an innovative, important piece of theater with
such incredible people.

Dream, Much Ado About Nothing, and Kill’s Monsters. All of these
productions were an honor to be a part of, and completely shifted
her undergrad experience. She was president of Harlem, a BIPOC
organization that focused on helping BIPOC students in our theatre

RAKAELA THOMPSON was born and raised in Pearl Mississippi where
she attended Pearl High School. She recently received her B.F.A.
from The University of Southern Mississippi. She has performed in
Blues for an Alabama Sky, Once in a Lifetime, A Midsummer Night’s

department learn their voice in a safe space. She is so thrilled that

with such a wonderful group of diverse people.

my next chapter is at New Stage! She couldn’t be more grateful to
be a part of the New Stage family, and to get the privilege to work

Mary Frances Dickie is delighted to join the cast of What

weekends she draws, writes, and designs. Mary Frances
would like to thank the cast and crew of What Every Girl
Should Know and all those involved with Unframed for
making her first Unframed season such a welcoming and
fulfilling experience.

Every Girl Should Know. Previously in this Unframed season,
she worked on the creative team for Small Mouth Sounds.
Mary Frances is a grant writer by day; by nights and

Claire Justice Porter is so excited to be a part of the cast of What Every
Girl Should Know! She has appeared at Unframed previously as Alicia in
Small Mouth Sounds. Porter is currently a member of the New Stage
Associate Artist team as the Acting/Directing Associate. She had appeared
at New Stage previously in The Sound of Music, 9 to 5, and Clue. She is a
recent graduate with a BFA from the University of Mississippi, where some
of her favorite roles included Ms. Fleming in Heathers the Musical, #25
in The Wolves, and Paulette in Legally Blonde. She currently also runs a
local improv troupe called To Kick a Mockingbird. Many thanks to her
family and friends who support her and God! @clairejusticeporter
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Carlisle Shelson is a lawyer by day and a theater artist by night. A
Mississippi native and a graduate of Michigan State University, she is
delighted to be returning to New Stage and Unframed for her first
show since 2018, when she appeared in Find Me. Other New Stage credits
include Fiddler on the Roof, Jr., The Crucible, Pirates of Penzance, Jr.,
and Beauty and the Beast, Jr. She last stage-managed The Monkey King in
2015 at MSU, so she would like to express her gratitude to the cast and
crew for their patience as she gets her bearings again!

Nora Katz is a public historian, writer, theatre-maker, and proud Jackson transplant.
Originally from rural Pennsylvania, Nora holds a Master’s degree in Public History
and Cultural Heritage from Trinity College Dublin and co-authored the humor book
Literary Starbucks. Favorite performance credits include Inez (No Exit) and Mistress
Ford (The Merry Wives of Windsor) with Uproar Theatre, E.B. (...Of My Dreams) at Black
Rose Theatre, Perpetrators (an original devised production) and Machinal at Carleton
College, and the Queen of Hearts (Alice in Wonderland) with Flying Foot Forum.
Nora has also directed and designed Mark Twain’s The Diaries of Adam and Eve, This
is What Sticks (And How to Clean Your Room), and Skylarks (an original musical).
Nora serves on the board of New Stage Theatre, and she enjoys running, cooking,
sewing, and tabletop roleplaying games. She would like to dedicate this production
to her Pink House family. Learn more at norakatz.com.

Anna Dunbar is a filmmaker, writer, sketch comedian, performer, and theatre
technician originally from Madison, MS. This is her 8th show with New Stage and
Unframed, and she’s very grateful for each and every opportunity! She has studied
and worked at theatres and studios including The Second City, The Annoyance Theatre,
Acting Studio Chicago, iO Chicago, Broadway in Chicago, Blue Man Group, and the
Neo-Futurists in Chicago, IL. She’s also written, produced, designed, and directed
multiple film projects including two of her very own web series “Scratch That!”
(YouTube) and “Bottled Up” (winner of two film festival awards and participant in
5 film festivals). You are enough. You are loved. Just keep swimming! :)

A 2020 graduate of Clemson University with a Bachelor of Arts in
Performing Arts with a Concentration in Theatre and an Emphasis in
Directing as well as a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology. In undergrad, she
gained directing and assistant directing experience both at Clemson and at
The Warehouse Theatre in Greenville, SC. Lindsey has been an Intern at 7
Stages Theatre in Atlanta, GA and directed at May River Theatre in Bluffton,
SC and at French Woods Festival for the Performing Arts in Hancock, NY. As
a director, she strives to create small yet saliently relatable moments
onstage; a look, a breath, or a moment of hesitation can clearly reflect
experiences that audiences can identify with.
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Is the Box Office Manager at New Stage Theatre. She is so excited to work
with Unframed this year! She was most recently the marketing coordinator
for Unframed’s Small Mouth Sounds. Lizzy is a classically trained dancer,
who has performed in Moscow and New York. She is very grateful to
branch out and explore new styles of movement in theatre!
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Austin is so hyped to bring his love of stage combat to the Unframed Series. As a

just how cool this stuff is).

trained combatant with both hand-to-hamd combat, and sword work by the SAFD
-- seeing this cast take to the rough and tumble brings him so much joy. He
believes that while this is a young craft, if it a very important one -- and the
collaboration within this company. of strorytellers has brought forth an awesome
product. he’d like to give a big ole shoutout to Lindsey of trusting him in this
sacred space, to his mentor D, and to professional wrestling (for showing him

toRecently returning from

of
Sound Music.

work on this
Clack Moo, Clue,

opportunity
Click

SCAD, He is so excited to have the
production. Other credits include: Small Mouth Sounds,

crew
The of

and most recently -- serving on the backstage

Previously served New Stage as assistant technical director and scenic
artist. She left in 2016 to pursue a nomadic lifestyle of working on a
cruise ship. She is a graduate of Mississippi University for Women (and
smart men too) where she earned a B.A. in theatre. Her previous New Stage
credits include stage management for Pipeline, lighting design for
Constellations, scenic design for A Wrinkle in Time, props design for All
the Way, costume design for Dog Sees God, and sound design for Mrs.
Mannerly. She is excited to be back at New Stage, and working with all
these wonderful people on such a brilliant show.

Graduate of Florida A&M University. Born in St.Thomas, Virgin Islands
and recently resided in New York City where he worked as a health &
safety manager for productions on Apple TV and HGtv. He also worked
as a testing secretary and production coordinator for television shows
with LIONSGATE and Apple Music Reviews. For the past ten summers,
Mingo has worked at Raquette Lake Camps teaching musical theatre to
students from all across the world. He recently made a return to the
stage and served as choreographer while playing the role of Fezziwig
in A Christmas Carol at New Stage in 2021. He has worked professionally
at a plethora of regional theatres in a handful of states. Mingo continues
to live in the Light and could not be more blessed to do so as he embarks
on this new journey as education director at New Stage Theatre.
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Nina Frost is from Jackson, MS and graduated from Belhaven University with a BA
in Theatre. She works at New Stage Theatre as the Costume Assistant, where she
works in the shop and backstage as the wardrobe supervisor. Some of her past

favorite credits include building Dorothy’s classic blue dress for Belhaven’s The
Wizard of Oz, 5 different vests for Belhaven’s Pride and Prejudice, and the VonTrapp’s

uniform shirts (and other various pieces) for New Stage’s The Sound of Music. This
is her fourth consecutive year building costumes, and What Every Girl Should

Know is her first time costume designing! She is honored to be working alongside
these hard-working women to present this show!
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