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THE CAST (in order of appearance)

CHIFFON. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                         Erin Morton
CRYSTAL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                           Jaymi Horn
RONNETTE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                       Jayla Lomax 
MR. MUSHNIK. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                    Joseph Frost
AUDREY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                       Taylor Galvin*
SEYMOUR. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                      Tyler Bellmon*
SKID ROW RESIDENTS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Hosea Griffith, Caleb Henry, Devin Hunter,
	 Sharon Miles, Mandy Kate Myers  
ORIN, BERNSTEIN, SNIP, LUCE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    Evan Brechtel 
THE VOICE OF AUDREY II. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        Sharon Miles
AUDREY II (Puppeteers). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              Hosea Griffith, Caleb Henry,
	 Devin Hunter, Mandy Kate Myers  
RADIO VOICE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cliff Bowen

Understudies never substitute for listed performers unless a specific announcement is made at the time 
of the performance. For Mr. Mushnik: Ward Emling; For Seymour/Orin: Sam Lovorn; For Audrey: 
Natalie Fehrenbacher; For Chiffon/Crystal/Ronnette: Mandy Kate Myers.
*The actor appears through the courtesy of Actors’ Equity Association, the Union of Professional 
Actors and Stage Managers in the United States.

MUSICIANS
MUSIC DIRECTOR/PIANO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   Carol Joy Sparkman
GUITAR/MANDOLIN. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                            Andrew Dillon
DRUMS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                           Paul Heindl
KEYBOARD/REHEARSAL PIANO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      Tim Moak
BASS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                            Ben Williams

For the January 31 performance Miss 
Honey will be played by Jaymi Horn  

and Mrs. Phelps by Elli Boisseau.



MUSICAL NUMBERS

ACT 1
“Little Shop Of Horrors” .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Chiffon, Crystal, Ronnette
“Downtown (Skid Row)” .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                Company
“Da-Doo” .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                         Seymour, Chiffon, Crystal, Ronnette
“Grow For Me” .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                      Seymour
“You Never Know” .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Mushnik, Seymour, Chiffon, Crystal, Ronnette
“Somewhere That's Green” .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                Audrey
“Closed For Renovation”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                     Mushnik, Seymour, Audrey
“Dentist!” .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                            Orin, Chiffon, Crystal, Ronnette
“Mushnik & Son” .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   Mushnik, Seymour
“Git It”  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Seymour, Audrey II, Chiffon, Crystal, Ronnette
“Now (It's Just the Gas)” .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Orin, Seymour

ACT 2
“Call Back in the Morning” .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                          Audrey, Seymour
“Suddenly Seymour” .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   Seymour, Audrey, Chiffon, Crystal, Ronnette
“Suppertime” .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                       Audrey II, Chiffon, Crystal, Ronnette
“The Meek Shall Inherit” .  .  .   Seymour, Chiffon, Crystal, Ronnette, Bernstein, Luce, Snip
“Sominex”/ “Suppertime” (Reprise) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                     Audrey, Audrey II
“Somewhere That's Green” (Reprise)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                          Audrey
Finale: “Don’t Feed the Plants” .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                             Company
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DIRECTOR’S NOTE 
We are incredibly appreciative of the Metro Jackson community for the support New 
Stage Theatre has received during the past 18 months. Thank you for your donations, 
purchase of tickets to our virtual and streaming events, and your response to our survey 
questions. At a time when we needed encouragement, it was validating to read comments 
such as “Our community and state very much need the New Stage offerings. We support 
you enthusiastically. Our heart aches for what this past year has rendered for New Stage.”

We feel the same as the person who commented, “I cannot wait for you to reopen; this is 
an important part of the Jackson Metro community!”

We, too, have been waiting, somewhat impatiently, for the right time to reopen with a 
season of shows. That time is now and we are thrilled to welcome back in person audiences 
this season for musical comedy, tradition, and stories of inspiration and discovery. We 
look forward to providing the unique experience of live theatre as it uplifts, provides 
laughter and builds community. 

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, New Stage Theatre has prioritized the health 
and safety of our artists, audiences, students, and staff. As we prepared to return to live 
performances with Little Shop of Horrors we continued to upgrade the facility with 
safety measures while monitoring conditions and recommendations from local and CDC 
officials. Our goal is to provide as many theatre going options as possible, for varying 
audience comfort levels, while maintaining a safe environment for all.

Since June, the theatre has had a full vaccine requirement for all artists and staff. For 
our safety, your safety, and because of mandated requirements from Actors Equity 
Association, the union for actors, we have required masks to be worn upon entry to the 
building with expectations for masks to stay on until you exit the building. We will also 
follow the City of Jackson Executive Orders, as well as recommendations from the MS 
Department of Health and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

We will continue to update our safety policies as circumstances require. Thank you for 
your cooperation and for being here! The Little Shop of Horrors creative team, fabulous 
cast and musicians are excited to be back to live performances and the entire New Stage 
company is happy to welcome you back as we Celebrate Season 56 - Our Next Act!

Sincerely, 
Francine Reynolds 
Artistic Director 
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We’re a proud supporter of New Stage Theatre
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THE CAST

TYLER BELLMON* (Seymour) is thrilled to be returning to 
New Stage Theatre for one of his favorite musical comedies, Little 
Shop of Horrors. He was last seen at New Stage as Billy Cane in 
Bright Star. Other favorite theatre credits include: Into The 
Woods (Theatre Workshop of Nantucket), Little Shop of Horrors 
(Gretna Theatre), Brighton Beach Memoirs (CityRep Theatre), 
Biloxi Blues (Forestburgh Playhouse), A Christmas Carol (The 
Hanover Theatre), and Oliver! (Gallery Players). Bellmon holds a 
BFA in musical theatre from Emerson College, and was once 

kicked out of Bravo’s Cash Cab a block away from his destination. A huge “Thank you” 
goes out to New Stage Theatre, his family, friends, and mentors for their constant love, 
support, and encouragement. Follow and connect with him on all social platforms @
tylerbellmon.

ABOUT LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS
Little Shop of Horrors started as a low-budget horror film (released in 1960) 
written by Charles Griffith and directed by Roger Corman. There were some 
standing sets about to be torn down at a small rental studio, and Corman asked 
if he could shoot on it for a few days. He and Griffith wrote the script in ten days 
in various coffee houses around Hollywood. Working fast with very little money, 
they shot the film in two days and a night. After it was released, Little Shop of 
Horrors became a cult classic and a popular midnight movie. Little Shop of 
Horrors (the musical) was originally produced by the WPA·Theatre, an off-off 
Broadway theatre founded in 1968. The show ran from May 6 to June 6, 1982 
and quickly sold out because of word of mouth. The musical then transferred 
to the Orpheum Theatre on Second Avenue where it was produced by the WPA 
Theatre, The Shubert Organization, David Geffen, and Cameron Mackintosh. 
In 1983, it won the New York Drama Critics Best Musical Award (winning over 
the Broadway hit, Cats). At the Orpheum, it ran for more than five years and 
played 2,209 performances. It is the third longest running off-Broadway musical. 
Little Shop of Horrors closed on November 1, 1987.  After Little Shop of Horrors 
closed, Audrey II was displayed in the Smithsonian Institution for six months as 
part of a "Search for Life" exhibition. In December 1986, a movie version of the 
musical based on a movie was released. It starred Rich Moranis, Steve Martin, and 
Ellen Greene (as Audrey, the role she originated off-Broadway). It was directed 
by Frank Oz and produced by David Geffen. Although many critics disliked its 
"happy" ending, the film has gained a cult following in the tradition of the original 
1960 Roger Corman classic.



EVAN BRECHTEL (Orin) is thrilled to be back home at New 
Stage after a ten year absence. He’s previously been seen at New 
Stage in A Christmas Carol, The Skin of Our Teeth, and other 
productions. Brechtel is a proud graduate of the acting program 
of Fordham College at Lincoln Center. He currently lives in New 
York, where he writes about politics and LGBTQ history.

WARD EMLING (Understudy) is absolutely thrilled to be once 
again involved in a musical at New Stage, the last one being the 
World Premiere production of the folk opera of Eudora Welty’s 
The Ponder Heart in 1982. Prior to that, on this stage, he was in 
The Pirates of Penzance (1982) and The Little Theatre of Jackson’s 
production of A Funny Thing Happened on The Way to the 
Forum (1973). A 1976 graduate of Millsaps College, he trained at 
the Guildhall School of Music and Drama in London. With the 
Millsaps Players under the direction of Lance Goss, he appeared 

in the musicals Robert and Elizabeth and Ben Franklin in Paris, in addition to many 
other productions. He was also a member of the Millsaps Singers (1973-74) and the 
Millsaps Troubadours (1974-76), under the direction of Lynne Pickett. Previous New 
Stage productions include Peg O My Heart, The Little Foxes, What The Butler Saw, As 
You Like It, The Diviners, Shakespeare in Love, The Diary of Anne Frank, Sweat, and 
Murder on The Orient Express. In addition to this thrill, he is thankful for your support 
of New Stage Theatre and for getting out of the house to watch actors sing and dance and 
get eaten by a plant.

NATALIE FEHRENBACHER (Understudy) is excited to be 
joining New Stage for the first time. She is originally from 
Brandon and is a recent graduate of Mississippi College, where 
she earned a B.M. in piano performance. Fehrenbacher currently 
serves as the middle school show choir accompanist at Jackson 
Academy. Favorite roles include Amalia in She Loves Me, Hero in 
Much Ado About Nothing, and Kim in Bye Bye Birdie. Love and 
thanks to the fam!

JOSEPH FROST (Mr. Mushnik) lives in Jackson, with his wife 
Shannon, and their children Nina, Darby, Emory, Beau, and 
Violet. He has previously appeared in over 20 New Stage Theatre 
productions including Million Dollar Quartet, One Man Two 
Guvnors, Peter Pan, Tuesdays with Morrie, Hell in High Water, 
and A Christmas Carol, as well as the UnFramed productions of 
Dead Man’s Cell Phone, Betrayal, and White Rabbit Red 
Rabbit. As a writer, Frost’s plays have been staged around the 



country, including the premieres in Jackson of the comedies The Mayfair Affair and 
Mayfair Ma Chére, as well as Big Mama’s Kitchen, which was commissioned by Hearth 
and Mantel Theatre and received a virtual reading with New Stage in fall of 2020. Frost is 
currently the arts coordinator for Ida B Wells APAC, and is the artistic director of the 
floodlight theatre company.

TAYLOR GALVIN* (Audrey) is ecstatic to be returning to her 
New Stage family in what feels like a celebration of theatre’s 
return. She also appeared at New Stage as Sister Mary Robert in 
Sister Act, Fiona in Shrek the Musical, Annelle in Steel 
Magnolias, and Vera in And Then There Were None. National 
tour: The Marvelous Wonderettes. Other credits include: A 
Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder, Much Ado About 
Nothing, Spamalot, Parade, Sweeney Todd. Special thanks to 
Francine, Peppy, MR, BJ & the Headline team, Mom, Mr. Frank 

and the cast/crew! Instagram: @tngalvin

HOSEA GRIFFITH (Puppeteer/Skid Row Resident/Understudy) 
is a current graduate student at the University of Mobile, 
obtaining a M.M. in vocal performance. Griffith enjoys 
performing music whenever the chance arises, both musical 
theater and opera. A native of Jackson, he had the pleasure of 
portraying many roles in Jackson and the surrounding areas, 
including the roles of Pablo in Sister Act, Joe in Show Boat, and 
Papageno in The Magic Flute. While pursuing graduate studies, 
Griffith was granted multiple performance opportunities, his 

favorites being Friar Laurent in Roméo et Juliet and Don Alfonso in Così fan tutte. 
Griffith is excited to be back in Mississippi for the summer.

CALEB HENRY (Puppeteer/Skid Row Resident) is excited to 
join this wonderful cast at New Stage. Henry is a recent graduate 
of Belhaven University’s Theatre Department, where you might 
have seen him perform in shows such as The Fantasticks (Matt), 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Demetrius), and The Women of 
Lockerbie (Bill). He also performed in A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream for New Stage education department’s virtual tour this 
past December. He is originally from a small town in Texas and is 
currently an admission counselor for Belhaven University. He has 

enjoyed working with this cast of lovely and talented people, and is glad to be back doing 
live theatre!

Stay and meet the cast after Little Shop of Horrors following the 
show on Wednesday, October 6 and Wednesday, October 13. 

Audience members may ask questions of the actors, director and 
designers in an informal setting.

actor
     chat



JAYMI HORN (Crystal/Dance Captain) was last seen at New 
Stage as a member of the 2019-2020 apprentice company and she 
is very excited to return. She is a resident of Reynoldsburg, Ohio. 
Horn attended Ohio Northern University where she received a 
BFA in musical theatre. Some of her notable credits include, Jesus 
in Jesus Christ Superstar, Esmeralda in The Hunchback of Notre 
Dame, Chiffon in Little Shop of Horrors, and Jasmine in 
Pipeline. Horn was also seen in Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat, Ring of Fire, Matilda the Musical, and 

A Christmas Carol. She is thankful for the unwavering support of her family and friends 
and she is very grateful for all those at New Stage who allowed her to return!

DEVIN HUNTER (Puppeteer/Skid Row Resident) is a Tallahassee, 
Fla. native who graduated from Florida A&M University. 
Recently, Hunter appeared in The Debate for Democracy as Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Hands Up! 7 Testament 7 
Playwrights as Holes in My Identity. He was also a Professional 
Acting Apprentice at New Stage Theatre, where he not only 
toured Mississippi performing three productions for grade 
school students, but also performed in main stage productions of 
A Christmas Carol, Matilda the Musical, and Pipeline where he 

was mentioned in the American Theatre Magazine. Hunter performed in New Stage’s 
virtual production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream that was filmed for distribution to 
schools around the state during the 2020-2021 school year. 

JAYLA LOMAX (Ronnette) is elated to be in her first show with 
New Stage. She holds a B.S. in speech communication from 
Jackson State University where she gained a lot of experience 
from mentors about theatre. Lomax has been in Black Nativity, 
Mama I Want to Sing, and Livin’ Fat. Lomax thanks her family, 
friends, and anyone who support the fine arts during these trying 
times.

SAM LOVORN (Understudy) is ecstatic to be a part of the first 
returning, full musical at New Stage after COVID. He was last 
seen in Rising Toward a New Day Musical Revue in June. 
Lovorn is a graduate of Mississippi College with a Bachelor’s in 
music education with an emphasis in voice and is currently the 
assistant choir director at Warren Central High School in 
Vicksburg. At Warren Central, Lovorn has had the privilege to 
help direct Hairspray, Disney’s Newsies, Joseph & the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat, and Disney’s Descendants this past 

March. Some of his most recent roles include Fred Scrooge/Young Scrooge in A Christmas 



Carol, Max in Bright Star, Prince Eric in The Little Mermaid, Race in Newsies, Prince 
Charming in Into the Woods, Luther Billis in South Pacific, Lord Farquaad in Shrek the 
Musical, and Joseph in Joseph & the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. Let this time 
without theatre go to show that the Arts will never die; they will only come back stronger 
than before.

SHARON MILES (Voice of Audrey II/Skid Row Resident) is an 
actor, singer, director, educator, and playwright. Her original 
script, If Not Us Then Who: Freedom Rides to Freedom Summer, 
toured throughout the state of Mississippi through New Stage’s 
award-winning education program. Born and raised in 
Mississippi, Miles is an avid lover of Mississippi history and seeks 
to use theatre arts to teach character development, youth 
empowerment, and empathy. Additional original scripts include: 
Who Are You Calling Ugly: A Modern Duck Tale, The Middle 

Passage, Andrea, and the Lion: A Gratitude Story, and most recently The Debate for 
Democracy. Miles is excited to welcome audiences back to New Stage for Little Shop of 
Horrors! “Oh, how we have missed you!”

ERIN MORTON (Chiffon) is 17 years-old and from Ridgeland. 
She has participated in New Stage’s Broadway Jr. Summer Camp, 
where she has gotten to play Pabbie in Frozen, Jr. and Fiona in 
Shrek the Musical, Jr. Some of her other favorite roles include 
Charlie Blossom in Working: The Musical and Asaka in Once on 
This Island. Morton is extremely grateful for the support of her 
friends and family!

MANDY KATE MYERS (Puppeteer/Skid Row Resident/
Understudy) is excited to be back with New Stage Theatre! Some 
of her New Stage credits include Disney’s Beauty and the 
Beast, A Christmas Carol, Peter Pan, Shrek the Musical, 
The Marvelous Wonderettes and It Ain’t Nothin’ But the 
Blues. She performed in 54/54/54 at Feinstein’s/54 Below in 
New York and appeared alongside Leslie Jordan in New Stage’s 
premiere staged reading of the new musical, Glory! Glory! 
Other favorites include roles in Avenue Q, All My Sons, 

Sordid Lives, Dog Sees God, Company, and Sweeney Todd. Most recently, Myers 
served as musical director for New Stage’s First Stages and Broadway, Jr. Summer 
Camps, and was a part of the Spotlight Reading Series with JOOKMS. A graduate of the 
University of Southern Mississippi, Myers serves on the board of directors for both 
Fondren Theatre Workshop and Cheshire Abbey Canine Rescue. She also works as talent 
coordinator and workshops coordinator for BroadwayCon in New York.
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MUSICIANS
ANDREW DILLON (Guitar/Mandolin) was born and raised in Jackson, Mississippi. He 
received a B.A. in music education with a concentration in strings K-12 from Jackson State 
University. This summer, Dillon received a M.A. in teaching from Longy School of Music 
at Bard College. He believes all children should have access to a robust, active music life 
and he strives to ensure all children have access to classical music education. He has four 
years of experience teaching music education in public schools in Jackson and Raleigh, 
North Carolina. Previously, Dillon served five and half years as the Mozart Principal 
Teaching Artist & conducted the Vivaldi Orchestra for the Kidznotes’ Raleigh program, 
where he taught music for social change. He is also a professional musician and gigs as a 
solo artist under the moniker ‘The Amazin’ Lazy Boi’ - specializing in Top 40 hits playing 
guitar, bass guitar, and violin. He also plays fiddle and sings blues and bluegrass with his 
family band, The Dillonaires. When Dillon is not playing music, he enjoys spending time 
with his wife, Chelsea and their two children, Mendelssohn & Lazarus.

PAUL HEINDL (Drums) received B.M. and M.M. performance degrees from The 
University of Mississippi where he was active in many of the university instrumental 
ensembles. He is an active clinician, adjudicator, and performer and has played with 
the Corinth, Meridian, and Mississippi Symphony Orchestras as well as the Mississippi 
Wind Symphony. Heindl performs regularly with jazz, country, and rock acts locally 
and regionally and has recorded with Tom Edwards, Katie Heckle, Beth Stapleton, Jason 
Turner, and many others. He also performs musicals regularly at high schools, colleges 
and at New Stage Theatre. He has performed at several area churches and currently plays 
drum set for Countrywoods Baptist Church in Byram. Heindl is a full-time instructor of 
percussion at Hinds Community College, is an adjunct professor at Mississippi College, 
and teaches privately in the Jackson area. He lives in Clinton with his wife, Adriana, and 
he is the proud father of Annelise, Kali, Haddie, Esli, and Ashlyn.

TIM MOAK (Keyboard/Rehearsal Piano) lives in Madison and enjoys playing piano and 
keyboard for New Stage musicals, productions, and other special events. Moak received 
a B.M. and M.M. in choral conduction from Mississippi College. He has served as public 
school music educator, piano teacher, church music minister, accompanist, choral 
clinician, and adjudicator. Moak is currently a university development counselor for 
Grand Canyon University, where he loves assisting adults in reaching their educational 
goals.

BEN WILLIAMS (Bass) is a composer in central Mississippi and the chair of the 
department of music at Mississippi College where he has been teaching since 2010. 
Raised in Northeast Ohio, Williams earned degrees in music composition from The Ohio 
State University (D.M.A.) and The University of Akron (B.M and M.M.). Williams also 
performs locally with the jazz ensemble Brick Street Trio and New JXN, a group dedicated 
to modern classical music performed with local musicians.



THE PRODUCTION STAFF
HOWARD ASHMAN (Book & Lyrics) Best known as a pivotal creative mind behind 
the renaissance of Disney animation and his work on The Little Mermaid, Aladdin and 
Beauty and The Beast (which is dedicated to, "Our friend, Howard Ashman, who gave a 
Mermaid her voice and a Beast his soul...") Ashman's first love was theater. Ashman was 
a founder of off off Broadway's renowned WPA Theater, where he conceived, wrote and 
directed God Bless You, Mr. Rosewater. In 1986, he wrote and directed the Broadway 
musical Smile (music by Marvin Hamlisch). Lamented as a lost treasure of the 1980's 
theater scene, Smile remains popular on High School and College campuses throughout 
the country. Howard Ashman died in 1991 from complications of AIDS. For more 
information, please visit howardashman.com.

ALAN MENKEN (Composer) Theater: God Bless You Mr. Rosewater, Real Life Funnies, 
Atina: Evil Queen Of The Galaxy, Kicks, The Apprenticeship Of Duddy Kravitz, Beauty 
And The Beast, A Christmas Carol, Weird Romance, King David, Der Glöckner Von Notre 
Dame, The Little Mermaid, Sister Act, Leap Of Faith, Aladdin and Newsies. Film: Little 
Shop Of Horrors, The Little Mermaid, Beauty And The Beast, Newsies, Aladdin, 
Pocahontas, The Hunchback Of Notre Dame, Hercules, Life With Mikey, Lincoln, Home 
On The Range, Noel, Enchanted, Shaggy Dog, Tangled and Mirror Mirror. Songs: Rocky 

History is more than a 
timeline—it is a thread woven 
through all of our lives. Pick up that 
thread at the Museum of Mississippi 
History and the Mississippi Civil Rights 
Museum. Explore and experience the 
moments, movements, and milestones that 
continue to shape our world. Plan your visit today 
at twomississippimuseums.com.



V, Home Alone 2 and Captain America. Awards: 8 Oscars (19 nominations), 11 Grammys 
(including Song of the Year), 7 Golden Globes, Tony® (plus 4 nominations), Drama Desk, 
Outer Critics Circle, New York Drama Critics, Olivier and London's Evening Standard 
Award, Drama League. Honors: Songwriter's Hall of Fame, Doctorates from New York 
University and University of North Carolina School of the Arts.

PEPPY BIDDY (Director) is happy to return to New Stage Theatre for this special 
“reopening” production. Biddy last directed 2019’s Murder on the Orient Express and A 
Christmas Carol. He is a professor emeritus of Mississippi University for Women where 
he served 31 years and directed over 40 productions. During his tenure at “The W”, Biddy 
received the Kossen Award for Faculty Excellence, the Lowndes County Educator of the 
Year Award, IHL’s HEADWAE award, and The Cowboy Maloney Award by the Mississippi 
Theatre Association, its highest honor, for outstanding contribution to theatre arts 
in the state. Biddy earned his MFA in theatre at Trinity University (San Antonio, TX) 
and has worked as either actor, director, or stage manager at such companies as Dallas 
Theatre Center, Dallas Summer Musicals, Casa Manana (Ft. Worth, TX), Dallas Children’s 
Theatre, and Mill Mountain Theatre (Roanoke, VA). Biddy is a member of Actors Equity 
Association. He served as the production manager for Sundance Institute’s Theatre Lab 
2001-2017. New Stage audiences may have seen Biddy in the roles of Robert in Boeing-
Boeing and Wilber in Hairspray, where he has also directed a number of plays and 
musicals including: The 39 Steps, Smokey Joe’s Café, Ain’t Misbehavin’, The Marvelous 
Wonderettes, The Foreigner, Shrek: The Musical, The Robber Bridegroom, Vanya, 
Sonia, Masha, and Spike, and Sister Act. www.peppybiddy.com

CAROL JOY SPARKMAN (Music Director/Piano) is the director of choral music at 
Clinton High School, where she directs four choirs and two pop a cappella ensembles and 
teaches a general music class. Sparkman also arranges and directs the instrumental pit 
for the Clinton Junior High Ambassador show choir. She began her career as a member of 
the Mississippi College music faculty where she received a B.M. in education and a M.M. 
in vocal coaching/accompanying. She is a founding member of a collaborative national 
team who has established Service-Learning Partnerships for continuing education in 
choral music. The team travels to work with South African music educators and choirs. 
Sparkman is in demand as a vocal coach for both professional and amateur singers in the 
Southeast Region. Having first attended New Stage productions as a high school student, 
she says she is glad to have come full circle to be the music director for benefits, cabarets, 
and main stage musicals.

MALAIKA QUARTERMAN (Choreographer) had the privilege of choreographing New 
Stage’s Cabaret Rising Toward a New Day. She was last seen at New Stage in the productions 
of Sweat, A Christmas Carol, Sister Act, Our Town, The Great Gatsby, and Annie. She resides 
in Jackson with her family and enjoys serving on the board of Fondren Theatre Workshop. She 
is currently the lead arts teacher and chair of the theatre department at Wells APAC. She is 
thankful for how supportive her family is as she pursues her interests and dreams.



CLARA SEITZ (Stage Manager) previously served New Stage as assistant technical director 
and scenic artist. She left in 2016 to peruse a nomadic lifestyle of working on a cruise ship. She 
is a graduate of Mississippi University for Women (and smart men too) where she earned a B.A. 
in theatre. Her previous New Stage credits include stage management for Pipeline; lighting 
design for Constellations, scenic design for A Wrinkle in Time, props design for All the Way, 
costume design for Dog Sees God, and sound design for Mrs. Mannerly. She is excited to be 
back at New Stage, and working with all these wonderful people on such a brilliant show. 

DEX EDWARDS (Scenic Designer) holds a BFA in musical theatre, an MFA in directing 
from Ole Miss, and an affinity for design. He has spent the last 30+ years designing and 
directing nationally and internationally. During eight years as resident designer at the 
Alliance Theatre in Atlanta, his designs won the Critics’ Choice Award three years in a 
row. He was also named in the Cambridge History of American Theatre as one of the 
top 35 significant American Scenic Designers of the latter half of the 20th Century. As a 
director, his work both at the Alliance Theatre and Atlanta’s Theatre in the Square received 
multiple nominations for Atlanta’s “Suzi Awards.” His direction of the world premiere of 
Sander’s Family Reunion won in the category of Best Ensemble Musical. He has designed 
for theatres such as Milwaukee Repertory Theatre, Long Wharf Theatre, The Brooklyn 
Academy of Music, Indiana Repertory Theatre, Merrimack Repertory Theatre, Portland 
Centre Stage, and the Sacramento Theatre Company. He served as design consultant for 
the 1996 Olympic Centennial Park. His design of Much Ado About Nothing for Chicago 
Shakespeare won Chicago’s coveted Jefferson Award for best scene design, and he also 
won the Boston Critic’s Circle Award for his design of Miss Saigon at the North Shore 
Music Theatre.

RJ HADDY (Plant Designer/Props) is a West Virginia based artist who has served as an 
actor, director, producer, writer, costume/scenic/properties designer, and a puppeteer. He 
is most widely recognized for several seasons he appeared on the SyFy Reality show, FACE 
OFF. You can visit rjhaddy.com to browse his site, follow some links, and see all the wacky 
areas of his life and career he’s currently promoting.

KAITE COFFEY (Costume Designer) is from Columbus, Miss. and is a graduate of 
Mississippi University for Women. Her past credits at New Stage include A Christmas 
Story, Peter Pan, and The Grapes of Wrath as a guest painter. She has since worked at 
Busch Gardens Williamsburg as a costume shop supervisor, and as a costume designer 
at Stagedoor Manor in Loch Sheldrake, N.Y. She is excited to be back at New Stage to 
support and be supported by live professional theatre in her home state.

Find us on Facebook, Twitter, 
and Instagram or sign up to

receive our newsletter at newstagetheatre.com to get updates 
on events, casting, and more!
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ANDREW L. PRINCE (Lighting Designer) is the technical director at Jackson Academy 
Performing Arts Center. He also has a freelance production business and has designed lighting 
for theatre, musical artists, corporate clients, schools and churches. Prince served eight years 
in the United States Navy as a nuclear-trained submarine electrician, with additional studies in 
computer and network engineering. His theatre credits include lighting shows such as Beauty 
and the Beast, The Little Mermaid, Into the Woods, Shrek the Musical, Newsies, Bright Star, 
and Mamma Mia. Prince is once again honored to be working with the outstanding staff and 
cast at New Stage Theatre and would like to thank his wife Mary and twin boys Lucas and 
Owen for their love and support.

ALBERTO MEZA (Sound Designer/Engineer) is a graduate of Belhaven University with a 
BFA in acting. He is from Brandon and is excited to continue doing theatre near his hometown. 
He has been with New Stage Theatre since Matilda The Musical in January 2020. He has had 
the chance to work on multiple shows during the pandemic ranging from educational shows to 
virtual theatre play readings. He is the editor and streamer behind the Thursday Night Virtual 
Plays, Conversations, & Cocktails. Other credits with Belhaven University are lighting 
designer for The Secret Garden and Don Quixote; and sound designer for Little Women the 
Musical and Ezekiel. Meza has also been live streaming all of the virtual productions New 
Stage has presented over the last several months.

BRONWYN TEAGUE (Production Manager/COVID Safety Manager) completed an MFA in 
lighting design at the University of Southern Mississippi. While at Southern, she designed lights 
for several productions including Peer Gynt, The Seagull, The Matchmaker, and Machinal. 
Prior to Southern she earned a B.A. in theatre from Mississippi University for Women. 
Credits from the W include lighting design for Stuart Little, When Night Falls, and special 
effects design for Blythe Spirit. Teague has worked on numerous productions with Tupelo 
Community Theatre as lighting designer, scenic artist or technical advisor. Immediately prior 
to New Stage, she was technical director for Carey Dinner Theatre in Hattiesburg. Teague also 
spent several years working for different theaters in the Salt Lake City area including Desert 
Star Playhouse, Hale Center Theatre, and Utah Contemporary Theatre.

RICHARD LAWRENCE (Technical Director) serves as the vice president of Fondren Theatre 
Workshop and has appeared in A Christmas Memory at New Stage, FTW’s The Rocky 
Horror Show, Buck Nekkid for Jesus, directed FTW’s Every Christmas Story Ever Told, 
and most recently appeared as Trekkie Monster in Avenue Q. He was also the director of the 
widely successful productions of Cabaret and Company, which were joint productions of 
FTW and Actor’s Playhouse of Pearl, with support from New Stage. Lawrence has been seen 
in New Stage productions of The Trip to Bountiful and UnFramed’s The Eight: Reindeer 
Monologues, How I Learned to Drive, The Weir, Circle Mirror Transformation, and 
Dublin Carol. Lawrence has won three Best Set awards at Mississippi Theatre Association 
conferences, and has also won Best Set at Southeastern Theatre Conference.

DARBY FROST (Production Intern) is a recent high school graduate and is excited about 
his transition from actor to technician to add to the many roles he has played at New Stage 



since he was six years old. His past involvement at New Stage include the Youth Acting 
Troupe, summer camps, backstage crew, and acting roles in five Christmas Carols, Peter 
Pan, Legally Blonde, Jr., Singin’ in the Rain, Jr., Once on this Island, Jr., Aladdin, Jr., 
Frozen, Jr., Matilda the Musical, and Shrek, Jr. 

FRANCINE THOMAS REYNOLDS (Artistic Director) has been the artistic director at New 
Stage since 2006 and has worked as a theatre artist for 35 years. She recently directed Debate 
for Democracy, Bright Star, Hell in High Water, Sweat, Shakespeare in Love, Silent Sky, 
and Best of Enemies. Favorite acting roles include Dr. Katherine Brandt in 33 Variations, 
Polly in Other Desert Cities, Lucille in Dividing the Estate, and Edna Earle in Eudora 
Welty’s The Ponder Heart. She has directed a variety of shows including All The Way, The 
Whipping Man, The Grapes of Wrath, Our Town, Red, Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?, 
Hairspray, Mahalia: A Gospel Musical, The Great Gatsby, Lombardi, Boeing, Boeing, 
A Christmas Carol, Gee’s Bend, A Raisin in the Sun, Annie, Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat, A Soldier’s Play, and I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change. 
Reynolds has served three terms on the board of directors for the Theatre Communications 
Group (TCG), the national organization for American theatre; and is on the board of directors 
for the Mississippi Theatre Association. She was a session leader for the 2018 and 2017 TCG 
National Conference Conventions and panelist for the 2020 and 2016 Mississippi Community 
College Creative Writing Association Contest. She was a speaker for the 2021 Story State, www.
storystate.msstate.edu, produced by Mississippi State University. Originally from the Upper 
Peninsula of Michigan, Reynolds enjoys living in Jackson with her husband, Chuck.

MUSIC THEATRE INTERNATIONAL (MTI) is one of the world's leading theatrical 
licensing agencies, granting theatres from around the world the rights to perform the greatest 
selection of musicals from Broadway and beyond. Founded in 1952 by composer Frank 
Loesser and orchestrator Don Walker, MTI is a driving force in advancing musical theatre as 
a vibrant and engaging art form. MTI works directly with the composers, lyricists and book 
writers of these musicals to provide official scripts, musical materials and dynamic theatrical 
resources to over 70,000 professional, community and school theatres in the US and in over 
60 countries worldwide. MTI is particularly dedicated to educational theatre, and has created 
special collections to meet the needs of various types of performers and audiences. MTI’s 
Broadway Junior™ shows are 30- and 60-minute musicals for performance by elementary 
and middle school-aged performers, while MTI’s School Editions are musicals annotated for 
performance by high school students.
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THE ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
DAWN BUCK (Managing Director) has worked on staff at New Stage for more than 
28 years. She began her career at New Stage in the fall of 1981 as a box office assistant. 
Since that time, she has worked as box office manager, audience services director, 
house manager, bookkeeper, business manager and marketing director. Buck’s other 
professional artistic credits include the USA International Ballet Competition, the Thalia 
Mara Arts International Foundation - World Performance Series presenting a series of 
performing artists including American Ballet Theatre, Aquila Theatre of London, Joshua 
Bell, Alvin Ailey, Cirque Eloize, Wynton Marsalis, and the Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra. 
She attended Belhaven University and is an alumnus of Leadership Jackson and a 
graduate of Dale Carnegie. Buck also completed a residency on theatre management at 
the Eugene O’Neill Center through a grant from the Foundation for the Extension and 
Development of Professional American Theatre (FEDAPT). Prior to serving on the staff of 
the USA International Ballet Competition, she worked with America Reads - Mississippi 
overseeing and training 270 AmeriCorps members who provided one-on-one tutoring in 
reading for students in primary K through the 3rd grade across the state. Buck also worked 
with Imageworks - Films for Business, assisting with the production of commercials, 
documentaries and training videos. She resides in the Heatherwood neighborhood with 
her husband David and has two sons who live in the big “N” cities of New York and 
Nashville. 

BILL MCCARTY III (General Manager), graduate of the University of Mississippi, has 
extensive background in wholesale and retail sales and real estate property management 
with the Jitney Jungle supermarket chain. The company was founded by his Grandfather 
Will McCarty and two Holman cousins in 1919. The families grew the business into a 
profitable billion dollar Mississippi-based company that W. B. McCarty Jr. and W. H. 
Holman sold in 1996. During his grocery business work efforts, Jack Stevens and Ivan 
Rider recruited Bill to run a follow-spotlight for The Gershwin Show in 1973 at the 
theatre’s original Gallatin Street location. He has continued to volunteer with New Stage 
for more than 47 years in all areas including production, lighting and sound design, 
back-stage crews, and New Stage fundraising events. He is involved in the day-to-day 
management, maintenance, and production for the theatre and serves on the board of 
trustees as a lifetime member. His favorite design credits are A Christmas Carol 1984 
production, Greater Tuna 1986 production, The Gin Game in 1987, and A Streetcar 
Named Desire in 1990.

MELISSA TILLMAN (Director of Marketing and Box Office) is a graduate of Belhaven 
University where she received a B.A. in technical theatre. She served as the audience 
services director at New Stage, has worked as a box office associate at Lawlor Events Center 
in Reno, Nevada, and assisted with many box office activities at Belhaven University. 
Tillman has stage managed many shows in several parts of the country, including Las 
Vegas and Tennessee. Her stage managing credits include Oklahoma!, Meet Me in St. 



Louis, The Wizard of Oz, Taming of the Shrew, and Love’s Labours Lost; and Noye’s 
Fludd and La Boheme with the Mississippi Opera. This is Tillman’s sixteenth season with 
New Stage. She currently resides in Madison with her husband, Kyle, their son, River, and 
their dog Vash.

SHANNON FROST (Associate Director of Marketing) received a B.A. in communication/
theatre from Malone University and a M.A. in theatre from Regent University. Previous 
experience includes: theatre manager at Regent University’s Theatre Department, 
marketing director at Red Clay Theatre, marketing director at New Stage Theatre, 
theatre teacher at Christ Covenant School, and adjunct professor of arts administration 
at Belhaven University. Frost is currently the financial and membership director of the 
Mississippi Alliance for Arts Education. She resides in Jackson with her husband, Joe and 
kiddos, Nina, Darby, Emory, Beau, and Violet.

BETTY WONG (Box Office Assistant/Education Assistant) begins her 17th season 
at New Stage. She continues to enjoy traveling to schools and towns throughout the 
state with the Professional Apprentice Company to provide live theatre experiences 
for students and adults of all ages. When not on the road, you can find her in the box 
office. She has also served for many years as a volunteer in other areas of the theatre. 
Her professional work experiences in education and her passion for live theatre have 
contributed to the growth and expansion of New Stage’s Education Department. She has 
served as a consultant to school districts throughout the state of Mississippi. Wong has 
a B.S. in Educational Psychology from Mississippi State University, a M.Ed. from Delta 
State University, and recently won the 2019 Exemplary Arts Service Award from the 
Mississippi Alliance for Arts Education.

CARLA MARSH (House Manager) received her B.A. in criminal justice with an emphasis 
in juvenile justice from Jackson State University. She is pleased to be returning to New 
Stage for her eighteenth season. Marsh is employed full time with the Hinds County 
Sheriff ’s office.
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COMING

NEXTA CHRISTMAS CAROL
The Charles Dickens Classic
Adapted by Ivan Rider

December 4-19, 2021
Holiday Classic
A ghost story for Christmas
New Stage Theatre returns with a holiday tradition! Ebenezer Scrooge is a 
wealthy man, rich in money and poor in spirit. He’s locked his solitary heart 
into a cashbox and forgotten where he’s put the key. Haunted by specters and 
visited by spirits of his past, present, and future, he journeys from the painful 
losses of his youth to the human kindness and deep joy of a glorious Christmas 
morning. Dicken’s classic tale reawakens the true spirit of Christmas in a 
heart-stirring Carol of profound beauty and redemption. Recommended for 
ages 5+ for darkness and frightening images.

CONNECTING PEOPLE 
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WITH THE HIGHEST STANDARDS 
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Philip Michael Adkins, CFA
Nancy Lottridge Anderson, CFA
Thomas Herndon Arthur, CFA
John David Barr, CFA
Patrick Sullivan Barwin, CFA
James Robert Basham, CFA
Charles Davis Bourne, CFA
Devin Michael Brosseau, CFA
Horace L. Brown, CFA
Lloyd A. Brown, CFA
Lee Darden Carroll, CFA
James S. Clark, CFA
Laurance Robert Clark, CFA
James David Coker, CFA
Darrell L. Couch, CFA
Robert Michael Cudd, CFA
Charles N. Dennis, CFA
Avery Nichols Edmonson, CFA
Chad Friddle Edmonson, CFA
Tony D. Edwards, CFA

Zachary James Farmer, CFA
Brian Wesley Farr, CFA
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John William Fisackerly, CFA
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William A. Geary, CFA
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Joshua David Scott, CFA
Mari C. Scott, CFA
John Richard Seale, CFA
Frank Winbourne Smith, CFA
Lenard Alan Smith, CFA
Huiming Sun, CFA
Richard Alan Sun, CFA
Alvaro G. Taboada, CFA
Joshua Ryder Taff, CFA
Lorrie Smith Tingle, CFA
James E. Turner, CFA
Jonathan Lee Waide, CFA
David L. Watson, CFA
Oren Michael Welborn, CFA
Thaddeus Stevens Welch, CFA
Charles D. Wilkinson, CFA
David Dodd Williams, CFA
Travis Brandon Woods, CFA
Xu Xu, CFA

Investment professionals with a CFA designation exhibit the best in the investment 
industry. With their commitment to higher standards of ethics and integrity, CFA 
charterholders are poised to make an impact. Have absolute confidence in the level 
of qualification you have with a CFA charterholder. Demand the best. Demand a CFA 
charterholder.

Learn more about CFA Society Mississippi by visiting cfasociety.org/mississippi

®

Choose a CFA Charterholder in Mississippi:
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SaleS and Service
air cleaning Specialists

HVAC Filter Sales & Service
Dust Collection
Fume & Mist Collection
Food & Beverage Water 
Filtration
Body Shops

•
•
•
•

•

Indoor Environmental 
Assessments
Clean Room Sales & Service
Industrial Environments
Fungal Investigations
Commercial Environmental
Project Management

•

•
•
•
•
•

T.a. (Tom) riddell, President
200 Harris Street, Jackson, MS 39202

Office: 601-355-2449 / 1-800-844-1449
Fax: 601-355-5124
afssms@aol.com

www.airfiltersalesandservice.com



904B E Fortification Street
601.487.6359  LOUSFULLSERV.COM



904B E Fortification Street
601.487.6359  LOUSFULLSERV.COM



New Package, 
New Size, 

Same Fresh
Roast.

Try Our Coffee During Intermission 
Visit the Shoe Bird Cafe on Belhaven’s Campus 

Full Coffee Bar • Pastries • Paninis • WIFI  
$5 Breakfast Every Sat. 

Shop online: coffeeatnorthshore.com 

NOW IN 
KROGER

& CORNER
MARKET



DOWNTOWN JACKSON
601.960.1515 •@MSMUSEUMARTMSMUSEUMART.ORG

Titus Kaphar, (b. 1976), Darker Than C
otton, 2017. oil on canvas. 63 x 36 in. 

C
ollection of M

ississippi M
useum

 of Art, Jackson. G
ift of the G

allery G
uild. 

2018.008. ©
 2018 Titus Kaphar; C

ourtesy of Jack Shainm
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allery, N
ew

 York.

MADE POSSIBLE BY

FEILD
CO-OPERATIVE

ASSOCIATION, INC.

FREE ADMISSION

The MISSISSIPPI MUSEUM OF ART 
presents its permanent collection in a new 

ongoing exhibition of more than 170 works that 
illuminates and expands the boundaries of Mississippi’s identity. 
Exploring the themes of ancestry and memory; migration, movement, 
and home; shared humanity; the natural environment; and liberty for 
all, the exhibition is inspired by Margaret Walker’s epic poem, “This is 
My Century: Black Synthesis of Time.”
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Open Monday-Friday 10-6, Saturday 10-5
Special Orders 601.362.9553

nandyscandy.com

1220 E. Northside Dr. #380, Jackson, MS

Sweetest spot in Jackson!

WE DESIGN 
EXPERIENCES 

JACKSON, MS | NASHVILLE, TN  
WBAARCHITECTURE.COM 

Find Newstage on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram!



Grand Benefactor ($2500+)
Barbara Austin
Dorsey J. Barefield Charitable 

Trust
Betty and Lee Smithson—The 

Carl Black Estate
David and Dawn Buck
Elaine and Emanuel Crystal 

Family Fund of the 
Community Foundation for 
Mississippi

Kathy Davis
Ali and John Dinkins
Meyer and Genevieve Falk 

Foundation for Culture and 
Arts at the MS Community 
Foundation

Beth M. Harris In Honor of Bill 
McCarty III

Modena Martin In Memory of 
Carl Black

Modena Martin In Honor of 
Barbara Austin and Jo Ann 
Robinson

Bill McCarty III
Michael T. McRee
Mrs. William D. Mounger
John and Linda Schmidt
Paul Vanderberry

Benefactor ($1000-$2499)
Gayle and Holmes Adams
Nancy and Ken Anderson
Dick and Martha Blount
Lavonne and Sophie Bruckner
ChemFirst/First Mississippi 

Corporation Charitable 
Endowment Fund of the 
Community Foundation for 
Mississippi

Sibyl and Jim Child
Ronald Frith
Stacey and Ernest Gaines
Susan and Macy Hart/Tzedakah 

Charitable Fund
Tish and Haden Hughes

Pat and Roddy Krakos
Kenneth Lewis
Chuck and Virgi Lindsay
Julia Marks Young
Dick and Bettye Mason
Luther and Ginnie Munford
Terry Dwyer and Marcy Petrini
Brad and Margaret Pigott
Drs. George and Ann Schimmel
Brad and Robin Sessums
Susan and Richard Slaymaker
Michael Smith
Floyd and Bean Sulser
Carol Taff
Calvin and Lee Ann Thigpen
Lydia West
Betty Wong
Jimmy and Kathie Young

Arch Angel ($500-$999)
David and Virginia Allen
Betty and John Allin
Ann Anderson
Melissa and Ron Applewhite
Patti Carr Black
Steven Boone and Melba 

Bowman Boone
Bill and Myra Cook
Patty and David Crosby
Holly and Bucky Crystal
Mireille and Peter De Beukelaer
Drew and Kitty Bryant In Honor 

of Bill McCarty III
Kane and Betsy Ditto
Tina Fortenberry
Kristen and Joshua Fowler
Esther D. French
Denise Halbach
Gloria and John Hill
Mike and Mary Jabaley
Janet Gray and Russell Luke
Maury Lutin
Jack McDaniel and Linda Mann
Dr. W.C. Nicholas
Sheila and William Nicholas

Donna and Ted Orkin
J. David Orlansky
Beth and Steve Orlansky
Frank Parent
Alice Paysinger
Kim and Trey Porter
Potts Family Charitable Fund of 

the Community Foundation 
for Mississippi

Nate and Malaika Quarterman
Stephanie and Julius Ridgway
Drs. George and Ann Schimmel
Jack Stevens
Patti and Jerry Sullivan
Geri Sullivan
Amanda and Travis Vizier
Carla and Randall Wall
John and Judy Waskom
Jon Wenberg
Charles and Sandra West
Donnie and Mary Alice White
Carolyn Wilkinson In Honor of 

Jessica Wilkinson
Kelley and Jean Williams Family 

Fund of the Community 
Foundation of Mississippi

Mark and Ashley Willson
Mary Workman
Sharing God's Gifts Charitable 

Fund of the Community 
Foundation for Mississippi

Angel ($300-$499)
Jeanne Luckett and C.B. Carroll
Peggy Coleman
Fiona Crocker
Betty C. Crystal
Roslyn and Suman Das
Katy Farrell
Richard and Beckie Feldman
Cecil Fox, Jr.
Clark Consulting PA
Charles and Rosemary Guess
Mr. and Mrs. James Herring
H.T. Holmes

2020-2021 and 2021-2022SEASON CONTRIBUTORS
It all begins here. The following individuals, corporations, and foundations have made generous 
contributions to New Stage Theatre. Their gifts provide a major portion of the funding necessary 
to present the productions you enjoy on our stages, the educational programs we offer and help 
the theatre maintain its standing as one of the nation’s best professional regional theatres. During 
the theatre’s shut-down in March 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we are especially grateful 
to those that gave during the 2020-2021 Virtual Season. The list below reflects patrons who gave 
beginning in March 2020 through the present. Please take a moment to read the list. They deserve 
your recognition.



John and Diana Howell
Phil and Mary Kuhn
Ojus and Jane Malphurs
Velia Ann Mayer
Natalie Maynor
Rodney and Sara Meeks
Dr. Dewey Myers
Richard Hudson and Linda Naef
Sally and Darden North
Jordan and Jim Perry
Frank and Sandra Polanski
Mary and Alex Purvis
Frances Peacock Ramsey
Dorothy Stokes-Gentry
Christopher Walters
W. Glenn Watts
Judy and Josh Wiener
Jay Wiener
Bonnie Blu Williams
Linda Young

Patron ($100-$299)
Jerry P. Agent
Peri Akin
Ola and Henry Allen
Frank and Ivy Alley
James Anderson
Lou Anne Polk Askew
Carshena Bailey
Jim Barfield
Deseslynn and Chuck Barlow
William Barnett
Cherri and Ken Barnett
Sandra and Steven Bonom
Janet and Harry Boswell
Chase Bradshaw
Brenda Briscoe
Carter and Margaret Brown
Kurt Buechler
Kelly and Thorne Butler
Leigh Butler
Mary and Ramon Callahan
Janice and Martin Cate
Lloyd Chatham
Mysti Chustz
Roger Clapp
Victoria and David Clark
Carla and John Cleary
Rick and Liz Cleveland
Becky and Gary Conley
Evelyn Copeland
Viola Dacus
Melissa Daniel
Barbara Dearman
Anna and Cecil Dexter

Joyce N. Dortch
Tina Dyess
Tara Ellis
Ward Emling
Tam and Nora Etheridge
Fred and Virginia Ezelle
Mary Ann and Jay Fontaine
Elizabeth and Jason Fowler
Sue Simmons Freeman
Kathleen Gafford
Nola Gibson
Jimmie Rey Gordon
Rosemary and Louie Grantham
Lena Grillo
Beth Grupp
Peggy and Roger Hastings
Merle Henderson
Sondra S. Holman
Anita Jackson
Sherman E. Jackson, Jr.
Peggy W. Jeanes
Richard Johnson and Margaret 

Wodetzki
Ted and Linda King
Ron Knape and Erin Orgeron
James Lander, Jr.
Richard Lawrence
Jan and Doug Lemon
Franceska Loeb Roland
Jim and Carol Madden
Laura Magee
Chris and Mary Manning
Grace E. Marsh
Marianna and Dan Martin
Pearl McHaney
Sharon Miles
Rick and Sylvia Mills
Joe Morris
Camille and William Morris
Fred Morris III
Larry and Stephenie Morrisey
Susan and W. Hibbett Neel
Olivia and John Neill
Susan Nelson
Chris Noone
Marion Peaks
Gayle Pierce
Jann Puckett
Karen Redhead
Chris Roebuck
Jeanne and Steve Rozman
Cheryl and Richard Rula
William Schmegel and Pam 

Howorth
Stephan A. Schutze

Anna Catherine and Ronald 
Scott

Bob and Joni Seitz
Jolyne and Fred Shirley
Deborah and David Slaughter
Bob and Kay Snodgrass
Liza and Jack Sullivan
Ruth Tant
Sandy and Mac Temple
William Thames
Lynn Thomas
Janet and Randall Underwood
Ed Van Cleef
Jimmy and Becky Vickery
Rosetta Walker
Charlotte and Bill Waller
Bill and Cecile Wardlaw
David Webb
Bruce Welch
LTC Benjamin and Joan M 

Wesley
Ashley N. Wicks
Samuel Wilkins, Jr
Michelle Williams
Terry Winstead
Quint Withers
Margaret Wodetzki and Dick 

Johnson
Jane Woosley and Patrick 

McAllister

Contributors ($25-$99)
Adrian Allen
Joy Amerson
Michele Baker
Shannon Barbour
Jack Bethany
Lauren Callon
Pamela Carmean
Billy Cauthen
Rajesh Cherukuri
John Collier
Bettie Cox
Rayann Craig Dukes
Audrey Crane-Hirsch
Gus Crittle 
Margaret Cupples
Nancy F. Curtis
Christyl and Ronald Erickson
Bob Everett
Nicholas Fenner
Alicia Ferguson
Judy Ferguson
Edward G. Garrity
Selena Grodek
Tracy Guilbeau



Stuart Haines
Catherine Hames
Danyele Harrell
Rachel Jarman
Lisa Hodge Kander
Beth Kander-Dauphin
Sonja Kerr
Matthew Lapsley
Barbara Linn
Cindy Manning
Catherine Mansell
Tena McKenzie
Emma Mikhalek
Martha Miller
Pat Nabors
Makaila Faith Nixon
Robert O’Brien
Victoria O’Harroll
Charles T. Peden
Justin Ray
Stephanie Robinson
Wesley Saylor
Savina Schoenhofer
Stacey Shankle
Lucas Skinner
Frances Smith
Carol Joy and Tommy Sparkman
Gerry Sultan
Jared Thompson
Susanne Tomlinson
Dorothy Triplett
Charles Varner
Stan and Ravenna Wagnon 
Brenda Walker
Kyle Ward
Raney Watters
Larry Wells
Ryan White
Tommy and Elise Williams
Joe Wise
Lynda R. Wright
Melissa Zeph

In Honor of Barbara Austin’s 
Birthday (2021):

James Anderson
Melissa and Ron Applewhite

Dawn and David Buck
Holly and Bucky Crystal
Shannon and Joe Frost 
Stacey and Ernest Gaines
Susan and Macy Hart
Gloria and John Hill
Harold Johnson
Pat and Roddy Krakos
Julia Marks Young
Modena Martin
Bill McCarty III
Ginnie and Luther Munford
Margaret and Brad Pigott
Kim and Trey Porter
Francine and Chuck Reynolds
Bill Ford Campbell and Jo Ann 

Robinson
Alfreda Spell
Carol Taff
Melissa and Kyle Tillman
Betty Wong

In Honor of Barbara Austin 
(2020):

Katie and David Blount
Allison Dunn
Dawn and David Buck
Meemie Jackson & Family
Modena Martin
Freda Spell
Lynda Wright

Camille and Bill Morris In 
Honor of Sarah Morris and Joe 
Morris (2021)

Camille and Bill Morris In 
Honor of Joe Morris (2020)

Allison Dunn In Honor of Patti 
Carr Black

Lee and Lisa Howell In Honor of 
Ali Dinkins

Mr. and Mrs. E. Anthony 
Thomas In Honor of Betty 
Wong

Mr. and Mrs. E. Anthony 
Thomas In Honor of Jimmy 
“J.R.” Robertson

In Memory of Carl Black:
Barbara Austin
Dawn and David Buck
Bill McCarty III

In Memory of Earlean Bogan:
Dawn and David Buck
Bill McCarty III
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kalka

In Memory of Jean Turner 
Brewer:

Dawn and David Buck
Bill McCarty III
H. Russell McCarty, William 

B. McCarty III, and Beth M. 
Harris

In Memory of Jean Butler:
Ann Anderson 
Barbara Austin
Hardy Reed LLC
Bill McCarty III
Joe Morris
Susan and Edward Nelson
Susan Shands Jones

In Memory of William D. 
Mounger:

Barbara Austin
Dawn and David Buck
H. Russell McCarty, William 

B. McCarty III, and Beth M. 
Harris

In Memory of Roy Wilkinson:
Barbara Austin
Dawn and David Buck

Ann McNally In Memory of 
Michael McNally

Betty Wong In Memory of 
Delores Navarrete

HOW CAN YOU HELP? Without the support of people like you, there simply would not be 
a New Stage Theatre. We welcome your help. Whether it is in the form of a tax-deductible contribution or a product or 
service, every gift is deeply appreciated and recognized.
If you would like to contribute, contact New Stage Theatre, P.O. Box 4792, Jackson, MS 39296-4792, (601) 948-3533.



15% OFF 
For All Ticketholders

1200 N. STATE ST. #100 
JACKSON, MS 39202

(601) 398-4562

themanshipjackson.com

4500 I-55 N., STE 174
JACKSON, MS 39211

(601) 714-8989

eataplos.com

15

10:00 a.m.-5:00
Call 948-3533



BOX OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday: 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

During performances, the box office  
will remain open until 7:30 p.m.

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Sunday: 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Saturday and Sunday hours only apply  
during the run of a show.

TELEPHONE/WEBSITE
Main Number: (601) 948-3533

Box Office: ext. 222
Artistic Director: ext. 224

Managing Director: ext. 246
Marketing Director: ext. 226
Education Director: ext. 232

Website: www.newstagetheatre.com
Email: mail@newstagetheatre.com

Sponsors
Our Season sponsors provide funding that makes it possible for us to achieve artistic excellence. 
We salute our 2021-22 season sponsors, and we encourage you to patronize these businesses.

1100 Carlisle • Jackson, Mississippi 39202

New Stage Theatre is a Constituent of Theatre Communication Group (TCG),  
the national organization for the American theatre.

New Stage programming is made possible with the support of:

Shirley and the late Charles Simpson

The Chisholm Foundation

Fountain Family Foundation

THE
GERTRUDE C. FORD

FOUNDATION

THE

FEILD
COOPERATIVE


