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A Mother. Her Son. 
Their fight 

for his future.
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SETTING
An inner city where the public school system is under duress

TIME
Present day

Originally Produced by Lincoln Center Theater in 2017, New York City

“PIPELINE” was commissioned by Steppenwolf Theatre Company, Chicago;  
Martha Lavey, Artistic Director, David Hawkanson, Executive Director.

“We Real Cool” by Gwendolyn Brooks. Used by Consent of Brooks Permissions

“Pipeline” is presented by special arrangement with Samuel French, Inc.,  
a Concord Theatricals Company

The videotaping or making of electronic or other audio and/or visual recordings of this 
production or distributing recording on any medium, including the internet, is strictly prohibited, 

a violation of the author’s rights and actionable under United States copyright law. For more 
information, please visit: http://shop.samuelfrench.com/content/files/pdf/piracy-whitepaper.pdf

This production will run 90 minutes with no intermission

Please silence your cell phone

By Dominique Morisseau 

Directed by Francine Thomas Reynolds

For the January 31 performance Miss 
Honey will be played by Jaymi Horn  

and Mrs. Phelps by Elli Boisseau.

PIPELINE

Costume Designer
Caleb Blackwell

Properties Designer
 Marie Venters

Sound Design
Alberto Meza

Projections Designer
Ron Rodenmeyer

Stage Manager
Clara Seitz

Production Manager/
Lighting Designer

Bronwyn Teague

Scenic Designer/ 
Technical Director

Richard Lawrence
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THE CAST (in order of appearance)

NYA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                            Sharon Miles
OMARI. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                        K. Devin Hunter
JASMINE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                           Jaymi Horn
XAVIER. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                       Yohance Myles*
LAURIE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                     Jo Ann Robinson*
DUN. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                   Darius Omar Williams*
Recorded Voices. . . . . . . .         Ashia Benford, Ellie Boisseau, Taylor Mills, Christopher Sferra
Appearing in Videos. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Arianna Brumfield, Arielle Brumfield, Mattie Ellis
	 Sarah Fowler, Elmer Gordon, Aaryka Handy, Lewis Hines, 
	 Lauren Hite, Hart Jefferson, Genevieve Kelley, Gabe Price
	 Avery Stallings, Brian Stallings, Jory Tanaka

Understudies never substitute for listed performers unless a specific announcement is made at the time 
of the performance. For Xavier/Dun: Destin Benford; For Nya: Alisa Price; For Laurie: Ellie Boisseau;  
For Jasmine Rivera; For Omari: Kingsley Nwaokorie.
*The actor appears through the courtesy of Actors’ Equity Association, the Union of Professional 
Actors and Stage Managers in the United States.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE 
We are pleased to introduce Dominique Morisseau to the New Stage audience with this 
production of her powerful, passionate and intelligent new play Pipeline. Morisseau’s 
plays are quickly becoming some of the most produced throughout the country. Pipeline 
is the fourth most produced play in America’s regional theatres this season.

I am excited for our audiences to see Pipeline because it asks big questions. The characters 
are caught in a tug of war between the idea of how our country and our educational 
system should work to serve all students equally versus the reality.

Morisseau welcomes the debate around the questions Pipeline raises. In an American 
Theatre magazine article discussing the play, she was asked if the conversation the work 
spawns is as important as the work.

“Absolutely. I tell people, you can talk about me behind my back all you want 
to. That’s your right. I have to protect myself—I don’t need to hear all of it—but 
once you’ve experienced the play, you have every right to discuss it, or it’s not a 
fair exchange,” she replied. “I come from mentors who say the best plays do more 
asking of questions than they do answering them. So, when I go, “I’m going to ask 
some questions,” I got to then let the people answer them, or what am I asking for? 
If I’m going to ask questions, I need to let people have answers at some point.”*

For the January 31 performance Miss 
Honey will be played by Jaymi Horn  

and Mrs. Phelps by Elli Boisseau.
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While Pipeline doesn’t provide instructions for audiences to solve the “have and have-not” 
ecosystem of American education, Morisseau hopes her suggestions begin a conversation in 
her audience of educators, non-educators, and youth while she has them in the same room.

“Conversation around the work is the next part of the work. I’m a community-
driven artist, so my work will never be just for me or just for people to witness and 
not be able to respond to,” said Morisseau.” *

To promote and continue the conversation, New Stage Theatre is offering several ancillary 
events during the performances of Pipeline. Please see the box office or check out our 
website, www.newstagetheatre.com for more information.

The backdrop of Pipeline is our education system. How many times have you heard 
someone speak about a special teacher that made their school years better and, at times, 
more bearable? Do you know of a teacher who spends their own money on supplies 
or travels on weekends so their students can attend and participate in extracurricular 
activities? I don’t think our teachers are given enough recognition. This production is 
dedicated to teachers. Thank you for all you do.

Francine Thomas Reynolds 

*Forbes, Kamilah. “Push and Pull: Dominique Morisseau’s ‘Pipeline’. American Theatre. 
December 2017.

Playwright’s Rules of Engagement

You are allowed to laugh audibly.

You are allowed to have audible moments of reaction and response.

My work requires a few “um hmms” and “uhn uhnns” should you need to use them. Just 
maybe in moderation. Only when you really need to vocalize.

This can be church for some of us, and testifying is allowed.

This is also live theatre and the actors need you to engage with them, not distract them or 
thwart their performance.

Please be an audience member that joins with others and allows a bit of breathing room. 
Exhale together. Laugh together. Say “amen” should you need to.

This is community. Let’s go.

Peaceandlovedominique:)
Dominique Morisseau
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THE CAST

DESTIN BENFORD (u/s Xavier/Dun) is a native of Drew, Miss. He 
graduated from Jackson State University with a BA in speech 
communication. While at Jackson State, Benford became a member 
of MADDRAMA (S.C.E.N.E) 88 and immediately developed a love 
for the arts. During his tenure at Jackson State he won Supreme for 
the NADSA Playwright competition. He was seen on stage in Ruined, 
The Color Purple, and most recently Drums of Sweetwater. After 
graduation Benford married the love of his life Ashia, whom he met 
in college, had a beautiful baby girl, and began a career in photography 

and consulting. Benford was cast in All The Way, his first show with New Stage Theatre. He 
and his wife are working towards opening the first black professional theatre in Mississippi.

ELLIE BOISSEAU (u/s Laurie) is a graduate of University of 
Memphis with a BFA in theatre with a concentration in musical 
theatre. She is excited to be a part of this theatre community, and to 
be an apprentice at New Stage Theatre. Favorite credits include: The 
Sparrow (Emily Book), Nine (Luisa Contini), Othello (Desdemona), 
The Servant of Two Masters (Clarice), and Into the Woods 
(Rapunzel). She gives thanks to her family for their everlasting 
support, to Blake and his unwavering love, and all her friends who’ve 
lifted her up her through thick and thin.

JAYMI HORN (Jasmine) is a recent graduate of Ohio Northern 
University where she received a BFA in musical theatre. She is 
extremely excited about the opportunity to work at New Stage 
Theatre. Some of her favorite theatrical roles include Jesus in Jesus 
Christ Superstar, Lucy in Elysium, and #2 in The Wolves. Other 
theatrical credits include Romeo and Juliet, Young Frankenstein, 
and Lysistrata. She would like to thank her family for their 
unwavering support and she would also like to thank the members of 
MT19 for their never-ending encouragement.

K. DEVIN HUNTER (Omari) is from Tallahassee, Fla. and graduated 
from Florida Agricultural & Mechanical University (FAMU) with a 
BFA in theatre arts with a minor in philosophy and religion. Hunter 
made his Essential Theatre debut in Dumb Waiter (Gus). He has 
since been seen in Cat on a Hot Tin Roof (Gooper), Akeelah and The 
Bee (JT), Change It Up! Live Out Loud (Ensemble), and Sing on Ms. 
Griot (Kimathi). Hunter was also cast in In the Red and Brown 
Water (Ogun Size) and nominated for the Kennedy Center American 
College Theatre Festival competition. He has also been a reoccurring 

ensemble member in the 32nd, 33rd, and 34th Edition of The FAMU Connection.
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SHARON MILES (Nya) received her theatre training from the 
University of Southern Mississippi. Some of her favorite theatrical 
roles include: Gwen in A Time to Kill, Fannie Lou Hamer in All 
The Way, Motormouth Maybelle in Hairspray, Miss Nelson in the 
children’s musical Miss Nelson is Missing, Winnifred in Once 
Upon a Mattress, and Nella in Elyzabeth Gregory Wilder’s play 
Gee’s Bend. Other professional theatre credits include: The Robber 
Bridegroom, It Ain’t Nothing but the Blues, The Ponder Heart, 
Smokey Joe’s Café, Goodnight Moon, and The Miracle Worker. 

She would like to thank her family and friends for their endless support and encouragement.

YOHANCE MYLES (Xavier) is a native of Birmingham, Ala. He 
received his BA in theatre from Alabama State University, and 
MFA in Acting from Louisiana State University. He is married to 
Kimberly Morgan Myles. He is a member of AEA (Equity) and 
SAG-AFTRA (film/television). Although his career is currently 
elevated in film/television, Myles has a continued passion for 
theatre in which he accredits his foundation of artistry. His New 
Stage theatre works includes: A Soldier’s Play, The Whipping 
Man, A Time to Kill, and more. Myles can be currently seen 

starring as Councilman Kent Hamilton on OWN’s Network hit drama TV series Ambitions 
produced by Will Packer, Oprah Winfrey, and Lionsgate Studio. He has successfully been 
accredited with working for several major TV networks such as; FOX, OWN, NBC, ABC, 
CW, AMC, and the Lifetime Network to name a few. He believes the impact of his success 
and teaching(s) continues to serve the lives of many students across the Southeast. As an 
educator he firmly believes in advocating for conversations/solutions towards social 
justice issues that affects our youth and surrounding communities. Myles dedicates this 
performance to those special and misunderstood African-American young males who 
have unjustly become a product of our camouflaged educational pipeline system.

KINGSLEY NWAOKORIE (u/s Omari) was last seen at New 
Stage in Peter Pan. Some of his favorite show credits include The 
Crucible, The Colored Museum, and The Piano Lesson. He is 
currently a junior at Tougaloo College where he is majoring in 
computer science

Stay and meet the cast after Pipeline following the show on 
Wednesday, March 11 and Wednesday, March 18.  

Audience members may ask questions of the actors, director  
and designers in an informal setting.

actor
     chat
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ALISA PRICE (u/s Nya) is delighted about the opportunity to 
understudy for the role of Nya. She was in last year’s New Stage 
Theatre Unframed production of Gloria and the previous year in 
Steal Away. Price holds a BA in theatre arts from High Point 
University, and was a former intern of New Stage where she 
performed in Death of Salesman, Charlotte’s Web, and A 
Christmas Carol. Price also toured regionally with Theatre IV 
and Swift Creek Mill Playhouse in Virginia. She is the box office 
manager of New Stage, and an active member of her church’s 

theatre ministry at Jackson Revival Center, where she recently appeared in the original 
productions of Sister Circle and Court of Atonement. Price lives in Ridgeland with her 
husband, Hillery and is the proud mother of Darryn, Gabriel, and Elijah.

Jasmine Rivera (u/s Jasmine) is a graduate student of Jackson 
State University where she earned a BA in speech communication 
and theatre. Rivera’s performance credits include A Christmas 
Carol, Sister Circle, Steal Away, As Much as I Can, Goodnight 
Moon, and The Color Purple. Last Season, she appeared as Nana 
Pearson in New Stage’s Hell in High Water. Rivera is also a 
former intern at New Stage Theatre.

 

JO ANN ROBINSON* (Laurie) has worked professionally for 
more than 35 years in television, film, and regional theatres 
across the U.S. From 1978-1989, she was based out of Los Angeles 
where credits included co-starring roles in The New Love 
American Style and the nationally syndicated Comedy of 
Comedies. She appeared as a stand-up comedienne at Hollywood’s 
Laugh Factory and The Ice House, famous for featuring headliners 
such as Jay Leno and Joan Rivers. She was also a founding 
member of the comedy group Half-A-Deck, named as ‘Best Bet’ 

by the LA Times. Robinson has been a regular at New Stage since 1990. Some show 
credits include Sweat, Morningside, Silent Sky, Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?, A 
Time to Kill, The Grapes of Wrath, Lombardi, First Baptist of Ivy Gap, The Trip to 
Bountiful, Idols of the King, Don’t Dress for Dinner, Marvin’s Room, Grace & Glorie, 
Misery, and Rumors. Other regional theatre credits include A Streetcar Named Desire, 
Angels in America I and II, Lips Together, Teeth Apart, and Always Patsy Cline. 
Robinson has most recently had featured roles on NCIS New Orleans and the feature 
film, Shapeless. Robinson was nominated for Best Actress for the prestigious B. Iden 
Award given by the Austin, Texas Critics Circle.
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DARIUS OMAR WILLIAMS (Dun) is thrilled to be returning to 
New Stage where he was last seen as Man in Crowns. Williams 
holds a Ph.D. in theatre from Ohio State University and a MA in 
theatre from Bowling Green State University. In recent years, 
Williams served as assistant professor of theatre and africana 
studies at Lehigh University and theatre director, associate 
professor and executive producer of the Paul Robeson Theatre at 
North Carolina A&T State University. His directing credits 
include: The world premiere of his original play Mississippi Born 

and Bred which was also produced as a staged reading at the 2015 National Black Theatre 
Festival, Every Tongue Confess, The Old Settler, Ladies in Waiting, A Raisin in the Sun, 
and The WIZ. Professional regional acting credits: Crowns, Ain’t Misbehavin’, Grapes of 
Wrath, Hamlet, Topdog/Underdog, Charlie and The Chocolate Factory, and Wine in 
the Wilderness. Williams directed a mainstage fringe production of In the Red and 
Brown Water at the 2017 National Black Theatre Festival and was also nominated for Best 
Actor by the Independent Reviewer of New England for his portrayal of Afir Thomas in 
Hamartia Blues. Williams is Founder and CEO of The Mississippi Black Theatre Festival 
and The Darius Omar Williams Studio of Acting.

THE PRODUCTION STAFF
DOMINIQUE MORISSEAU (Playwright) is the author of The Detroit Project (A 3-Play Cycle) 
which includes the following plays: Skeleton Crew (Atlantic Theater Company), Paradise Blue 
(Signature Theatre), and Detroit ’67 (Public Theater, Classical Theatre of Harlem and NBT). 
Additional plays include: Pipeline (Lincoln Center Theatre), Sunset Baby (LAByrinth Theatre); 
Blood at the Root (National Black Theatre), and Follow Me To Nellie’s (Premiere Stages). She is 
also the book writer on the hit Broadway musical Ain’t Too Proud – The Life and Times of the 
Temptations. Morisseau is an alumna of The Public Theater Emerging Writer’s Group, Women’s 
Project Lab, and Lark Playwrights Workshop and has developed work at Sundance Lab, 
Williamstown Theatre Festival and Eugene O’Neil Playwrights Conference. Her work has been 
commissioned by Steppenwolf Theater, Women’s Project, South Coast Rep, People’s Light and 
Theatre, and Oregon Shakespeare Festival/Penumbra Theatre. She most recently served as Co-
Producer on the Showtime series “Shameless”. Awards include: Spirit of Detroit Award, PoNY 
Fellowship, Sky-Cooper Prize, TEER Trailblazer Award, Steinberg Playwright Award, Audelco 
Awards, NBFT August Wilson Playwriting Award, Edward M. Kennedy Prize for Drama, OBIE 
Award, Ford Foundation Art of Change Fellowship, and being named one of Variety’s Women 
of Impact for 2017-18.

FRANCINE THOMAS REYNOLDS (Director/Artistic Director) has been the artistic director 
at New Stage since 2006 and has worked as a theatre artist for 31 years. She recently directed 
Into the Breeches!, Bright Star, Hell in High Water, Sweat, Shakespeare in Love, Silent Sky, 
and Best of Enemies. Favorite acting roles include Dr. Katherine Brandt in 33 Variations, Polly 
in Other Desert Cities, Lucille in Dividing the Estate, and Edna Earle in Eudora Welty’s The 
Ponder Heart. She has directed a variety of shows including All The Way, The Whipping Man, 
The Grapes of Wrath, Our Town, Red, Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?, Hairspray, Mahalia: 
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A Gospel Musical, The Great Gatsby, Lombardi, Boeing, Boeing; A Christmas Carol, Gee’s 
Bend, A Raisin in the Sun, Annie, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, A 
Soldier’s Play, and I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change. Reynolds is serving her third 
term on the Board of Directors for the Theatre Communications Group (TCG), the national 
organization for American theatre and is on the Board of Directors for the Mississippi Theatre 
Association. She was a session leader for the 2018 & 2017 TCG National Conventions and panelist 
for the 2016 TCG National Conference Theatre Nation and the 2016 Mississippi Community 
College Creative Writing Association Contest. Other associations include Leadership Mississippi 
Class of 2014; 2017 & 2014 National Endowment for the Arts grants panel; Mississippi Arts 
Commission grants panel; Poetry Outloud adjudicator; Southeastern Theatre Conference 
adjudicator; Mississippi High School Drama Festival adjudicator; South Atlantic Modern 
Language Association national conference presenter; and Mississippi’s English Speaking Union 
Shakespeare Competition judge. Reynolds worked as a locations casting director in film and 
television for several years. Originally from the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, Reynolds enjoys 
living in Jackson with her husband, Chuck.

ASHIA BENFORD (Assistant Director) is a 2012 graduate of Jackson State University where 
she received a BA in sociology with a minor in theatre. After graduation, Benford received 
a professional acting internship at New Stage Theatre where she was seen in: Race, 9 Parts 
of Desire, The Cat in the Hat, Mahalia: A Gospel Musical, and Hairspray. She was last 
seen in A Glimpse of an Eclipse and Women in Words with BLUE Light Underground 
Ensemble. Currently, she is an acting instructor and director with local performance troupes, 
the creative director for DNA Photography, and earning a Master’s degree in clinical mental 
health counseling. Benford is excited to be back at New Stage working with one of her favorite 
directors. She would like to thank her husband Destin who has always been her biggest 
supporter. Her daily affirmation is, “Your life is God’s gift to you, what you do with it is your 
gift to God.”

CLARA SEITZ (Stage Manager) previously served New Stage as assistant technical director 
and scenic artist. She left in 2016 to peruse a nomadic lifestyle of working on a cruise ship. 
She is excited to be back at New Stage, and working with all these wonderful people on such 
a brilliant show.

CHRISTOPHER SFERRA (Assistant Stage Manager) recently graduated from Southern 
Methodist University with a BFA in theatre. He is currently a 2019-20 apprentice at New Stage. 
At SMU, he played such roles as Trouble/Doctor in In The Blood and Adult Male in Spring 
Awakening. Professionally, he has played such roles as Dr. Watson from The Hound of the 
Baskervilles (Jean’s Playhouse) and Bruce Ismay from Titanic: The Musical (Jean’s Playhouse). 
Sferra would like to thank his mother for her love and support! Lastly, he would like to thank 
his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

BRONWYN TEAGUE (Production Manager/Resident Lighting Designer) completed an 
MFA in lighting design at the University of Southern Mississippi. While at Southern, she 
designed lights for several productions including Peer Gynt, The Seagull, The Matchmaker, 
and Machinal. Prior to Southern she earned a B.A. in theatre from Mississippi University for 
Women. Credits from the W include lighting design for Stuart Little, When Night Falls, and 
special effects design for Blythe Spirit. Teague has worked on numerous productions with 
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Tupelo Community Theatre as lighting designer, scenic artist or technical advisor. Immediately 
prior to New Stage, she was technical director for Carey Dinner Theatre in Hattiesburg. Teague 
also spent several years working for different theaters in the Salt Lake City area including 
Desert Star Playhouse, Hale Center Theatre, and Utah Contemporary Theatre. 

RICHARD LAWRENCE (Scenic Designer/Technical Director) serves as the vice president 
of Fondren Theatre Workshop and has appeared in A Christmas Memory at New Stage, 
FTW’s The Rocky Horror Show, Buck Nekkid for Jesus, directed FTW’s Every Christmas 
Story Ever Told, and most recently appeared as Trekkie Monster in Avenue Q. He was also 
the director of the widely successful productions of Cabaret and Company, which were joint 
productions of FTW and Actor’s Playhouse of Pearl, with support from New Stage. Lawrence 
has been seen in New Stage productions of The Trip to Bountiful and UnFramed’s The Eight: 
Reindeer Monologues, How I Learned to Drive, The Weir, Circle Mirror Transformation, 
and Dublin Carol. Lawrence has won three Best Set awards at Mississippi Theatre Association 
conferences, and has also won Best Set at Southeastern Theatre Conference.

CALEB BLACKWELL (Resident Costume Designer) is native of Magee and is thrilled to 
return close to home to join the New Stage family! Blackwell holds a B.A. in theatre from 
the University of Southern Mississippi and has worked all over the South and Mid-South, 
including Wayside Theatre (resident designer) and Playhouse on the Square (designer for the 
second stage). Season 54 will mark the eighth season he has teamed up with New Stage, only 
this time, not as a guest. Past favorite credits include Hairspray, The Robber Bridegroom, 
Beauty and the Beast, and Bright Star. Much love to his family and friends for the love 
they’ve shown at the start of this new adventure.

ALBERTO MEZA (Sound Designer/Production Associate) is a recent graduate of Belhaven 
University with a BFA in acting. He recently began working with New Stage as the audio 
engineer for Matilda the Musical. Other credits with Belhaven University are lighting 
designer for The Secret Garden and Don Quixote; sound designer for Little Women the 
Musical and Ezekiel. He is very thankful to begin his technical career with New Stage Theatre.

RON RODENMEYER (Projections Designer) of Jackson is a veteran videographer and video 
producer. He produced numerous stories and television programs for Mississippi Public 
Broadcasting and received a regional Emmy award from NATAS-Southeast for a feature 
about Mississippi native John Epperson (aka Lypsinka) and his one-man-show at New Stage. 
For more than 20 years, Rodenmeyer has operated Mosaic Media, a media production and 
communications company, with his wife, Kathryn. He is the father of Eve, Ben, and Kate and 
is a longtime supporter of New Stage Theatre. This is Rodenmeyer's first professional theater 
credit.      

MARIE VENTERS (Properties Designer) is a recent graduate of Belhaven University where 
she received a B.A. in theatre with an emphasis in dramatic writing. Her stage managing 
credits include: ‘Night Mother and Into the Woods. Venters also worked as a scenic painter 
on most shows during her time in Belhaven’s theatre department, including: Doubt, Shrek: 
The Musical, Doctor Faustus, Little Shop of Horrors, Big Fish: The Musical, Mayfair Ma 
Chere, The Music Man, The Glass Menagerie, and others. She was also nominated for Best 
Sound Design by the Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival in 2017 for Big Fish: 
The Musical. When Venters is not at New Stage, she enjoys writing and spending time with 
her husband, Hunter.
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LAZERRICK TRAVIS (Production Associate) is a native of Canton and graduated from the 
University of Southern Mississippi in 2016 with a B.A. in scenic design. After graduation he 
went to Florida Studio Theatre in Sarasota for a production internship. Travis came back to 
Mississippi in 2017 and had been employed by Nissan in Canton, before coming to work at 
New Stage. His other interests are acting within the film industry.

Running Crew . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      Ellie Boisseau, Christopher Sferra                     
Sound Board Operator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                               Alberto Meza
Light Board Operator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                               LaZerrick Travis
Costume Assistant. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                 Lydia Lyppincott
Carpenters. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                     Samuel McFatridge
Box Office Associates. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            Nina Frost, Kerri Puckett, Amy Smith

THE ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 
DAWN BUCK (Managing Director) has worked on staff at New Stage for more than 25 
years. She began her career at New Stage in the fall of 1981 as a box office assistant. Since 
that time, she has worked as box office manager, audience services director, house manager, 
bookkeeper, business manager and marketing director. Buck’s other professional artistic 
credits include the USA International Ballet Competition, the Thalia Mara Arts International 
Foundation - World Performance Series presenting a series of performing artists including 
American Ballet Theatre, Aquila Theatre of London, Joshua Bell, Alvin Ailey, Cirque Eloize, 
Wynton Marsalis, and the Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra. She attended Belhaven University 
and is an alumnus of Leadership Jackson and a graduate of Dale Carnegie. Buck also 
completed a residency on theatre management at the Eugene O’Neill Center through a grant 
from the Foundation for the Extension and Development of Professional American Theatre 
(FEDAPT). Prior to serving on the staff of the USA International Ballet Competition, she 
worked with America Reads - Mississippi overseeing and training 270 AmeriCorps members 
who provided one-on-one tutoring in reading for students in primary K through the 3rd 
grade across the state. In 1990, she served as vice president of administration and finance 
for Imageworks - Films for Business. She helped produce commercials, documentaries 
and training videos. Buck resides in the Heatherwood neighborhood in Jackson with her 
husband David, who retired after a 26 year military career with the U. S. Air Force and the 
Mississippi Air National Guard. He has recently initiated beekeeping as a new hobby. 

BILL MCCARTY III (General Manager) is a graduate of the University of Mississippi and 
has extensive background in wholesale and retail sales and real estate property management 
with the Jitney Jungle supermarket chain, that was founded by his Grandfather and two 
Holman cousins in 1919 who then grew the business into a billion dollar Mississippi-
based company that they sold in 1996. McCarty was first recruited in 1973 by Jack Stevens 
and Ivan Rider to run a follow-spotlight for The Gershwin Show at the theatre’s original 
Gallatin Street location. He has continued to volunteer with New Stage for more than 46 
years in all areas including production, running crews, lighting and sound design, and 
New Stage fundraising events. He is involved in the day-to-day management, maintenance, 
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and production for the theatre and serves on the Board of Trustees as a lifetime member. 
His favorite design credits are A Christmas Carol 1984 production, Greater Tuna 1986 
production, The Gin Game in 1987, and A Streetcar Named Desire in 1990.

MELISSA TILLMAN (Marketing Director) is a graduate of Belhaven University where she 
received a B.A. in technical theatre. She served as the audience services director at New 
Stage, has worked as a box office associate at Lawlor Events Center in Reno, Nevada, and 
assisted with many box office activities at Belhaven University. Tillman has stage managed 
many shows in several parts of the country, including Las Vegas and Tennessee. Her stage 
managing credits include Oklahoma!, Meet Me in St. Louis, The Wizard of Oz, Taming of 
the Shrew, and Love’s Labours Lost; and Noye’s Fludd and La Boheme with the Mississippi 
Opera. This is Tillman’s fourteenth season with New Stage. She currently resides in Madison 
with her husband, Kyle, their son, River, and their dog Vash.

SHANNON FROST (Marketing Associate) received a B.A. in communication/theatre 
from Malone University and a M.A. in theatre from Regent University. Previous experience 
includes: theatre manager at Regent University’s Theatre Department, marketing director 
at Red Clay Theatre, marketing director at New Stage Theatre, and theatre teacher at Christ 
Covenant School. Frost is currently an adjunct professor of Arts Administration at Belhaven 
University, and is the financial and membership director for the Mississippi Alliance for 
Arts Education. She resides in Jackson with her husband, Joe and kiddos, Nina, Darby, 
Emory, Beau, and Violet.

DREW STARK (Education Associate) is a Mississippi native who received his B.A. from the 
College of William and Mary. A trained dancer in NYC and professional fight choreographer, 
Stark is serving currently as New Stage’s education associate. Some of his favorite musical 
credits include: Young Frankenstein, Damn Yankees, CATS, and Seven Brides for Seven 
Brothers. Some New Stage productions include A Christmas Carol, The Diary of Anne 
Frank, Sister Act, Shakespeare in Love, A Time to Kill, and 33 Variations.

ALISA PRICE (Box Office Manager) begins her 4th season at New Stage. She is a former 
intern at New Stage Theatre, and performed in Death of Salesman, Charlotte’s Webb, and 
A Christmas Carol. Most recently, she appeared in New Stage’s Unframed productions of 
Gloria and Steal Away. Price has performed with several theatre companies in Virginia, 
including Swift Creek Mill Playhouse, Theatre IV, and Richmond Theatre Company for 
Children, where she later became the marketing and sales director. She is an active member 
of her church’s theatre ministry at Jackson Revival Center. Price resides in Ridgeland with 
her husband, Hillery, and their children, Darryn, Gabriel, and Elijah.

BETTY WONG (Box Office Associate/Education Consultant) begins her 15th season at 
New Stage. She continues to enjoy traveling to schools and towns throughout the state with 
the Professional Apprentice Company to provide live theatre experiences for students and 
adults of all ages. When not on the road, you can find her in the box office. She has also 
served for many years as a volunteer in other areas of the theatre. Her professional work 
experiences in education and her passion for live theatre have contributed to the growth and 
expansion of New Stage’s Education Department. She has served as a consultant to school 
districts throughout the state of Mississippi. Wong has a B.S. in Educational Psychology from 
Mississippi State University, an M.Ed. from Delta State University, and recently received the 
2019 Exemplary Arts Service Award from the Mississippi Alliance for Arts Education.
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BARBARA MARTIN (Box Office Associate/Business Office Associate) is in her 24th season 
at New Stage. First joining the staff in 1997, she has served as box office assistant for 20 years 
and as box office manager for the two years before and during the Intermission Season. 
She also assists with development, reviews and maintains theatre insurance coverages, and 
performs other business office functions.

CARLA MARSH (House Manager) received her B.A. in criminal justice with an emphasis 
in juvenile justice from Jackson State University. She is pleased to be returning to New Stage 
for her 16th season. Marsh is employed full time with the Hinds County Sheriff ’s office.

Stacey Gaines, President
Bucky Crystal, Vice President
Ron Applewhite, Treasurer
Harold Johnson, Secretary

James Anderson
Barbara Austin*
Patti Carr Black*
James K. Child, Jr.*
Kathy Davis
Johnny Donaldson
Christyl Erickson
Amy Forbes
Susan Hart
Aaron Hill
Gloria Allen Hill
Caroline Hogan

Nora Katz
Pat Krakos
Jan Lemon
Chandar Lewis
Ebony Lumumba
Devin Jacobs Martin
Warren Martin
Bill McCarty III*
Joe Morris
Luther Munford
Margaret Pigott
Kim Griffing Porter
Malaika Quarterman
Linda Schmidt
Shirley Simpson*
Carol Taff
Lee Ann Thigpen

Lydia West
Julia Young

Advisory Board
Nicole Bradshaw
Mike Cockrell
Portia Espy
Oleta Fitzgerald
Bill Grothe
John Hooks
Myrna Colley Lee
Robert Lesley
Julius M. Ridgway, Jr.
Michael Williams

NEW STAGE THEATRE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

*Lifetime Member

Belhaven University
Greg Campbell
Fernandez Creative Services
Oleta Fitzgerald
Darby Frost

Joe Frost, Belhaven Theatre 
Department

Von Gordon
Hind’s County Sheriff ’s 

Department

Michael George Photography
Connie Taylor
Vangela Wade

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The staff of New Stage Theatre wishes to thank the following individuals and companies for 
the generous donation of time and resources to this production and the 54th season.

Help New Stage Go Green!
Programs can be great souvenirs, but if you are not taking yours 
home please help New Stage by placing it in the recycle bin in the 
lobby near the box office. We thank you for your help!
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COMING

NEXTTHE CURIOUS  
INCIDENT OF THE  
DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME
By Simon Stephens
Based on the novel by Mark Haddon

April 21 – May 3, 2020
Drama/Mystery | Tony Award-winning Best Play
Fifteen-year-old Christopher is on a mission. After the untimely death of his 
neighbor’s dog, the brilliant but unique boy is compelled to investigate the 
crime. He has never ventured alone beyond the end of his road, he detests 
being touched, and he distrusts strangers. But his detective work, forbidden 
by his father, takes him on a frightening journey that upturns his world. 
Recommended for ages 14+ for strong language

Register now for summer camps!

*Scholarship Auditions for Broadway Camp are on March 28.  Visit our website for more information. 
For more information, call 601.948.3533 ext. 232 or www.newstagetheatre.com

Early Bird Pricing Until May 1

June 8-19: First Stages for rising 2nd-6th grade 
June 8-19: Acting Intensive for rising 7th-12th grade

June 22-July 19: Broadway Camp for rising 6th-12th gradecreativity  •  expressioin  •  confidence

Find us on Facebook, Twitter, 
and Instagram or sign up to

receive our newsletter at newstagetheatre.com to get updates 
on events, casting, and more!
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Mississippi Plays Series Presents

Native Son
A Play Reading

By Richard Wright; Adapted for the stage by Nambi E. Kelley
Directed by Yolanda Williams

Sunday, March 15 at 4:00 p.m. in the Hewes Room
$5 at the door or Free with any Pipeline ticket stub

Running Time: 90 minutes

Suffocating in rat-infested poverty on the South Side of Chicago in the 1930s, twenty-year-old Bigger 
Thomas struggles to find a place for himself in a world whose prejudice has shut him out. After taking 
a job in a wealthy white man's house, Bigger unwittingly unleashes a series of events that violently 
and irrevocably seal his fate. Adapted with theatrical ingenuity by Chicago's own Nambi E. Kelley, this 
Native Son captures the power of Richard Wright's novel for a whole new generation.

COMING

NEXT

Please join us for a dinner theatre 
experience—a musical salute to the celebrated 

composers of the  Great White Way. 
Thursday, March 26, 2020 at 6:30 p.m.   

at the Fairview Inn
Complimentary wine, Seated three-course dinner, business casual

A Toast to Broadway is a benefit for  
Mississippi’s professional regional theatre.

Tickets are $125 per person and are available at New Stage Theatre. 
~ Please RSVP by March 19, 2020 ~
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New Stage depends on the support of  
volunteers to keep the curtain rising. 
You can make a difference by giving a few hours of your time. 
Some jobs require a regular commitment throughout the season, 
say once or twice per show; others are assigned “as needed.” If 
you have a little free time and want to get involved, there are 
many opportunities available from ushering to scenic painting, 
poster hanging to ticket taking. 

There is bound to be a job for YOU! 
Check out our website at www.newstagetheatre.com/about/volunteers
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GRAND BENEFACTOR
Beth Harris in honor of Bill 

McCarty III
Bill McCarty III
Elaine and Emanuel Crystal 

Family Fund of the 
Community Foundation for 
Mississippi

Mr. and Mrs. W.D. Mounger
The Cavett Taff Fund
Paul Vanderberry

BENEFACTOR
Gayle and Holmes Adams
Ann Anderson
Barbara Austin
Dawn and David Buck
Jim and Sibyl Child
Bucky and Holly Crystal
Kathy and the late Sid Davis
Ernest and Stacey Gaines
Jan D. Garrick
Reba and Lance Greer
Pat and Rod Krakos
Modena Martin in honor of Bill 

McCarty III and Dawn Buck
Dick and Bettye Mason
Mike McRee
Alice Paysinger
Terry M. Dwyer and Marcy F. 

Petrini
Brad and Margaret Pigott
Don and Becky Potts
Chuck and Francine Reynolds
Linda and John Schmidt
Alex Valentine in memory of 

Kay Valentine
Kathryn Wiener
Kathie and Jimmy Young

ARCHANGEL
William and Joy Aden
James Anderson
Bo and Mary Helen Bowen
Dr. Yvonne Brooks
Tom and Peggy Coleman

Bill and Myra Cook
Lawrence A. Cox
Peter and Mireille DeBeukelaer
Tam and Nora Etheridge
Beckie and Richard Feldman
Mark and Kit Fields
Esther D. French
Dorothy Stokes Gentry
Lester and Ellen Hailey
Bill and Jan Hammett
Aaron and Lori Hill
Gloria and John Hill
Tish and Haden Hughes
Carolyn Hughes
Harold Johnson
Justice and Mrs. Jim Kitchens
Jan C. Lemon
Dr. Billy and Rebecca Long
Jeanne Luckett and C.B. Carroll
Morris and Judy Luke
Warren A. Martin, Jr.
Joe Morris in honor of Bill 

McCarty III
Luther and Ginnie Munford
Frank Parent
Gayle L. Pierce
Malaika and Nate Quarterman
Julius and Stephanie Ridgway
Ann and George Schimmel
Richard and Susan Slaymaker
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry M. and Patti 

Sullivan
Floyd and Bean Sulser
Lee Ann and Calvin Thigpen
Sally and Bill Thompson
Lydia West
Hibernia and Jerry Williams
Mark and Ashley Willson
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Douglas 

Wilson
Betty Wong
Willard and Margaret Wood
Mary Ann Workman
Sam and Cindy Wright
Julia Marks Young

ANGELS
Virginia and David Allen
Ivy and Frank Alley
Betty and John Allin
Carl Black, Jr.
Dick and Martha Blount
David R. Bowen
Steve Boone and Melba Bowman
D. Royce and Sherry Castle 

Boyer
Dr. Emma Brooks-Smith
Bennie and Betsy Daniels
Dr. and Mrs. Suman Das
Craig and Rayann Dukes
Katy Farrell
Marianne Gaudin
James and Beverly Herring
Mike and Mary Jabaley
Edwin King
Frankie Langley
Brent Lefavor
Kathy Mahloch
Dr. Dewey Myers
Susan and Hibbett Neel
Beth and Steve Orlansky
J. David Orlansky
Bill and Susan Osborne
Mary Purvis
Tom and Joyce Sanford
Ron and Anna Katherine Scott
Paul and Laurie Sheffield
Seetha and Asoka Srinivasan
W. Glenn Watts	
Charles S. and Sandra West
Linda Young

PATRONS
Chuck Addington
Jerry P. Agent
Jimmy and Linda Allegrezza
David and Pam Allen
Henry and Ola Allen
James Anderson
Katherine Anderson

2019-2020 SEASON CONTRIBUTORS
It all begins here. The following individuals, corporations and foundations have made genorous 
contributions to New Stage Theatre. Their gifts provide a major portion of the funding necessary to 
present the productions you enjoy on our stages, the educational programs we  offer and help the 
theatre maintain its standing as one of the nation’s best professional regional theatres. Please take a 
moment to read the list. They deserve your recognition.
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Melissa and Ron Applewhite
Carshena L. Bailey
Jim Barfield
Deleslynn and Chuck Barlow
Judy and Bill Barnett
Diane Beebe and Bill King
Deidra Bell
Steve and Lenora Bigler
Rolf D. Billhofer
Ree Walden and Mike Bishop
Ruth and Carl Black
Maxine Phillips Blackman
Harry and Janet Boswell
Paul and Voncile Breazeale
Ray and Jayne Britt
Thorne and Kelly Butler
Mr. and Mrs. Ramon L. 

Callahan, Sr.
Jo Ann Robinson and Bill Ford 

Campbell
Lloyd and Louise Chatham
Greg and Giovina Chinchar
Roger Clifford Clapp
John and Barbara Collier
Jan Coulter Collins
Gary and Becky Conley
Fred and Evelyn Copeland
Betty C. Crystal
Viola Dacus
Ralph and Melissa Daniel
Barbara Dearman
Cecil and Anna Dexter
Ann Dickerson
Hillary and Genevieve Kelley
Linda M. Dukes
Tom and Gretel Ekbaum
John Ervin
Portia Espy
Bev and Lynn Evans
Bob and Lollie Everett
Jan M. Evers
Betsy and Henry Folmar
William Fortenberry
Cecil Fox, Jr. 
Sue Simmons Freeman
Ronald Fulcher
Andy and Alice Geoghegan
Nola Gibson
Glen and Jean Bush
Jimmie Ray Gordon
Anonymous
Bob and Alice Gorman
Janet Gray

Rebecca Hodges and Lane 
Greenlee

Wren Gregory
Carter and Jackie Haines
Denise Halbach
Dianne and Royce Harms
Beth and Stanley Hartness
Roger and Peggy Hastings
Merle Henderson
Julie Hendrick
Bobbye and Bill Henley
George and Caroline Hoff
Bill and Bev Hoge
Molly Hoke
Cornelia Holland
Sondra S. Holman
H.T. Holmes
Tommy and Ellen Hontzas
Peggy W. Jeanes
Jerry and Ann Jobe
Charla Jordan
Alene Kane
Larry and Jacque Keltner
Ted and Linda King
Walter and Monika Knepper
Mary and Philip Kuhn
Judy Lacy
Virgi and Chuck Lindsay
Dr. Chester Lott
Shae and Jim Lowery
Maury Lutin
Laura Magee
Darri and Keith Mansel
Claude Mapp
Grace Marsh
Barbara Martin
Shirley Martin
Dan and Marianna Martin
Natalie Maynor
Lucy Mazzaferro
Otto and Penny McKay
Mr. and Mrs. Thad McLaurin
David and Carolyn McMillin
Rodney and Sara Meeks
David G. Miller
Robert and Marilee Miller
Gene and Donna Miller
Jim and Sharon Miller
Rick and Sylvia Mills
Mary Sue and Don Mitchell
Dennis and Madeline Mobley
Camille and Bill Morris in honor 

of Joe Morris

Fred Morris III
Joan Myers
Savita and Ken Nair
Olivia and John Neill
Mary Beverly and Ed Davis 

Noble, Jr.
Fran Noone
John and Mitzi Norris
Ron Knape and Erin Orgeron
Ted and Donna Orkin
Marla and Stephen Oshinsky
Marie and LaRue Owen
George Patton
D.S. Payne
James A. Peden, Jr.
William and Celia Pendergrass
Carol and George Penick
Bill and Karen Philipp
Carolyn Ponder
George and Jann Puckett
Karen E. Redhead
Jim and Betty Roberson
Bob and Darlene
Naomi and Bob Ridgway
Brenda D. Roberts
Martha J. Rogers
Franceska Roland
Jeanne and Steve Rozman
Sherry and Richard Rula
Kathleen and Steve Schutze
Ray and Dardanella Shenefelt
Jim and Barbara Slater
David and Deborah Slaughter
Dr. and Mrs. McKamy Smith
Elise A. Smith
Mary Elizabeth and George 

Smith
John and Jeannette Sobotka
Kathy D. Sones
Robert H. Soukup
Candace Spurzem
Rebecca Stafford
Maureen and Clyde Staley
Sylvia Stickney
Mary Stitt
Ruth and Forrest Stringfellow
John and Liza Sullivan
Robert and Regenia Sulton
Ruth Tant
Jan and Zach Taylor
Sam and Susanne Tomlinson
Randall and Janet Underwood
Ed VanCleef
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Jimmy and Becky Vickery
Jeanette Waits
Randy and Carla Wall
Charlotte and Bill Waller, Jr.
Bill and Cecile Wardlaw
Shannon and Tammy Watts
David and Debbie Webb
Bruce Welch
Jo Ann and Scotty Welch
Mary Alice and Donny White
LTC Benjamin and Joan Wesley
Ashley N. Wicks
Clyde and Marsha Williams
Bobby L. and Pamela Withers
Richard Johnson and Margaret 

Wodetski
deborah Rae Wright

CONTRIBUTOR
Vic and Martha Bowman
Nicole and Brian Bradshaw
Carver Brown
Nancy Curtis
Mary Dent
Kim Grantham
Macy and Susan Hart
Jim Jensen
Robert Kersh
Melinda Simmons
Eleanor C. Taylor

In Memory of Alex Alston:
Barbara Austin
Dawn and David Buck
Bill McCarty III
Barbara Martin and Sons, Kevin 

and Michael
James E. Pettis

In Honor of Barbara Austin:
Katie and David Blount
Dawn and David Buck
Jo Ann Robinson and Bill Ford 

Campbell 
The Jackson Family
Barbara Martin
Bill McCarty III
Pat Maxey 

Francine and Chuck Reynolds 
Freda Spell
Lynda Wright

In Honor of Bill McCarty III:
Mr. and Mrs. E. Anthony 

Thomas

In Honor of Jim Child:
Mr. and Mrs. E. Anthony 

Thomas

In Honor of Betty Wong:
Mr. and Mrs. E. Anthony 

Thomas

In Memory of Bettye Edwards:
Barbara Austin

In Memory of Carolyn 
Crechale:

Barbara Martin

In Memory of Dr. Waymond 
Rone:

Barbara Martin

In Memory of June Johnson:
Betty and Dudley Marble

In Memory of Kay King 
Valentine:

Barbara Austin
Dawn and David Buck
Bill McCarty III
Barbara Martin
Francine and Chuck Reynolds

In memory of Virginia 
McGrane:

Barbara Austin
Dawn and David Buck 

In memory of Marian 
Kennington Stevens:

 Barbara Austin
 Dawn and David Buck
 Bill McCarty III

In memory of Phyllis Stern:
Barbara Austin
Frances Jean and Walter Neely

In Memory of Marion Swayze:
Barbara Austin
Carl and Ruth Black

In Memory of Sid Davis:
Barbara Austin
Cynthia Thomas Boone
Dawn and David Buck
Jo Ann Robinson and Bill Ford 

Campbell 
Susan and Macy Hart
Billy and Lynda Herrington
Barbara Martin
Bill McCarty III
Mize High School Class of 1963
Sharon Payne
Brad and Margaret Pigott
Francine and Chuck Reynolds
Robert Weaver
Betty Wong

In Memory of Richard Dortch:
Barbara Austin
 
In Memory of Michael 

McNally:
Brad and Margaret Pigott

In Honor Of Ann McNally:
Brad and Margaret Pigott

In Memory of Tom Royals:
Barbara Austin
Dawn and David Buck
Bill McCarty III

In Memory of Dick Brown
Larry Wells

HOW CAN YOU HELP? Without the support of people like you, there simply would not be 
a New Stage Theatre. We welcome your help. Whether it is in the form of a tax-deductible contribution or a product or 
service, every gift is deeply appreciated and recognized.
If you would like to contribute, contact New Stage Theatre, P.O. Box 4792, Jackson, MS 39296-4792, (601) 948-3533.
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BOX OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday: 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

During performances, the box office  
will remain open until 7:30 p.m.

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Sunday: 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Saturday and Sunday hours only apply  
during the run of a show.

TELEPHONE/WEBSITE
Main Number: (601) 948-3533

Box Office: ext. 222
Artistic Director: ext. 224

Managing Director: ext. 246
Marketing Director: ext. 226
Education Director: ext. 232

Website: www.newstagetheatre.com
Email: mail@newstagetheatre.com

Sponsors
Our Season sponsors provide funding that makes it possible for us to achieve artistic excellence. 
We salute our 2018-2019 season sponsors, and we encourage you to patronize these businesses.

1100 Carlisle • Jackson, Mississippi 39202

New Stage Theatre is a Constituent of Theatre Communication Group (TCG),  
the national organization for the American theatre.

Sam E. and Burnice C. Wittel Foundation

New Stage programming is made possible with the support of:

Shirley and the late Charles Simpson

The Chisholm Foundation

Fountain Family Foundation

THE
GERTRUDE C. FORD

FOUNDATION

THE

FEILD
COOPERATIVE
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